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it is, what is to he done with it-?" Do not
go on in the illegal fashions of the past.
Either provide for this deficit in the Esti-
mates, or set up a fund and say that tile
Government for the time being shall finance
the deficit out of that fuind. I again thank
hon2. members; for the attention theyv have
gIiven to the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILk-FIRE BRIGADES.

Receive d from flue Legislative Assembly
anti read a first time.

House adjourned at 10.19 p.m.

legislative EssembWp,
'Wednesday, 7th March, 1917.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. S-'PEAKER: 'Before asking for
questions., I desire to tall the attention of
hon. members to Standing Order 107, wbich
rends-

Questions my be put to 'Ministers of
the Crown relating to public affairs; and
to oilier m1emubers, relating to any 'Bill.
motion, or oilier public matter conniected
with the business of Ilie House, in which
such? members maY iie eoncerned.

Questions which do not comne under this
Standing Order put the Speaker and the
officers of the House in an undesirable lposi-
tion. Frivolous questions court frivolous
answers and both alike aire unbecoming the
dignity of the House. The object of a que :-
tion is to obtain informiation, not to give it.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

Byv the Premier: Audit Act. Order-in-
Council.

By Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary 'Min-
ister) : Education D~epartment, amendment
of regulations.

Byv the Mfinister for Industries: Returned
Soldiers Settlement Scheme.

QU-ESTION - CIVIL SERVANTS,
SIPEC1AL ALLOWANCES.

Mr. SMI'THI asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that special allowances are about to
bie granted to certain civil servants in higher
grades? 2. Do the Government propose to
t-eat all officers, irrespective of rank, on
their merits ?

The PREMIER repllied: 1, No\'. Allow-
ances for special work are granted from
time to time to all ranks of the service. 2,
Yes.

QUESTION- ROYAL COM MThSSIONS
ON TOUR.

Mr. SMINtTH asked the Premnier: 1. 'Has
lie noticed that two Royal Commissions left
on Saturday for a trip to the Eastern States?1
2. In view of the present. condition of our
finances, does lie intend to close down on
this waste of public money?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, The Royal
Commissions on the Agricultural Industry
and on Esperance bands left for the East-
ern States on Saturday, the 3rd instant, to
further investigafe the subjects into which
ihey are inquiring. 2, In view of the im-
portance to the State of the questions being
invest igated by the Comimissions, it is not
considered advisable to curtail in any way
their opportunities of gaining information
which will enable them to report effectively
on the matters in question.

Hon. J. Scaddan: They will want to go
to America next.

Mr. Taylor: Why do you not send them
to FranceI

Mr. Underwood: Why do you not send
them to the Front?

Mr. Holman: Why do you not spend the
money on building railways?

QUESTION-ESTATE REPURCHASE,
THOMPSON'S LAKE.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, From whom, and on what
dlate, -was the Thompson's Lake estate pur-
chased] by the Government? 2, What was
the total sum paid for same? 3, What other
expenditure has been incurred in connection
with the estate since date of purchase?
4, With what intention was the purchase
made? 5, Has effect been given to such
intention? 6, If not . why not?

The MINI STER FOR LANDS replied:
2,Messrs. Holmes Bros., 24th Auguist, 1911.

2, £9,500. 3, About £320. 4, With the in-
tention of utilising the land in connection
-with the drainage of West Jandakot. .5,
No. 6, I understand that the ratepayers
have never presented the necessary petition
for a drainage district, as prescribed by the
Land Drainage Act, 1900.

QUESTION-FR EMANTLE PRISON
WARDERS.

Mr, CARPENTER asked Hon. J. D.
Connolly (Honorary Minister): 1, Is it
true that seven warders at the P'rerantle
prison, who live outside the official quarters,
have had their rent allowances stopped be,

cause they decline to occupy one of the offi-
cial cottages now vacant? 2, Is it a fact
that -a previous occupant of this cottage
was advised] by a doctor to leave the pre-
mises because they were inimical to health?
3, Has any health officer or other muedical
authority since reported that these premises
-ire now fit for occupation; if so, who
was the officer making such report?
4, lDo the Government intend to penalise
seven public servants for objecting to live
in a house which only one can occupy?

The HONORARUY MRINISTER replied:
1, Yes. 2, No. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4,
The occupation of quarters is a condition
of appointment. There is no right of re-
fusal nor any ground for objection. Gaols
Regulation 13 1)rovides that, "all officers
Shall reside in the quarters provided for
thein, unless otherwise permitted." Quar-
ters are provided to the occupiers as com-
pensation for their liability to be called on
for duty at all hours of the night or day.
What is known as "Reserve Duty" is one
such special call. Men living out of quar-
ters evade this duty. In ease of a mutiny,
outbreak of fire, or other emergency, it is
imperative that the officers be avaiable in
the quarters provided. It is not a question
of the amount of rental, but of the safe and
proper administration of the prison.

Air. CARPENTER: IDo the Government
intend to penalise seven public servants for
failing to live in a house which only one
could occupy? The quiestion I asked has
relation to the fact that the Prisons De-
partmnent hats stopped the allowance of £29
a year, in lieu, of residence in quarters, to
seven warders of the Fremantle prison be-
cause there is one official residence vacant
and each of the seven object to live in it.
In reply to my question the Honorary
Minister read a long paragraph of about
a dozen or 14 lines and there has not
been the slightest attempt on his part to
answer the question.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. CARPENTER: Would the Honor-

ary Minister please answer the question I
have asked him?

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the bon, member
desire to ask the Honorary Minister a queo-
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tion without notice? If so, will you ask the
question? I do not want a statement.

Mr. CARPENTER: Would the Honor-
ary Minister, in view of the fact that he
has not given me any explanation-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! If the bon.
member will look at the Standing Orders
lie will find that there can be no discussion
on a question.

Mir. CARPENTER: Perhaps I have ex-
ceeded the limit, but 1 have no wish to go
outside the Standing Orders. will the
Honorary Minister attempt to reply to my
question of which I gave notice?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): I have answered the question
put by the hion, member.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is not an answer
at all; it is an evasion.

QUESTION -EXPEDITIONARY

FORCES AND EDUCATION DE-
PARTMENT.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Premier:
1, ia it a fact that a school teacher at Man-
jimup, who is single and physically fit, has
been ref used by the Education Department
permission to join the A.I.F.Y 2, Is it the
policy of the Government to prevent school
teachers going to the Front?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. When
the Federal Government called uip the sin-
gle men for national service, pending the
result of the referendum, the Education
Department applied for tfie exemption of
certain teachers of schools in localities to
which it was inadvisable to send female
teachers, and also for the exemption of a
few teachers of special subjects in higher-
g-rade schools. The teacher of Manjimup
school was in the former class, and exemp-
tion was granted uip to 1st February. As
the referendum was negatived, teachers
were left free to enlist as they chose. 2,
it is not the policy of the Government to
p~revent teachers going to the Front. On
the contrary, every encouragement is offered
to them to enlist. Servie while at the
Front counts as service in the department,
and claims for promotion will be con-
sidered as though the teacher had remained
at his post. Those who enlist are ranted

a cash equivalent of the proportion of long
service leave due to them. Already 149
out of 500 male teachers have joined the
colours. The majority of those remaining
are married men or men who are debarred
from enlisting by age or by some physical
infirmity.

QUESTION-ESPERANCE LANDS
COMMISSION, EVIDENCE.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister
for Industries: Will he make immediately
available to the public the whole of the evi-
dce obtained up to date by the Esperane
Land Commission?

'The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES
replied: It is thought advisable to await the
report of the Commission, 'which should be
available in a short time, before making the
evidence taken to date available. Much of
tlhe evidence has been published in the news-
p~apers from time to time.

Hon. J. Seadd an: What nonsense! What
have you to hide in the matter?

The MIMISTER FOR INDUSTRIES:
Nothin.

Hon. J. Seaddan: Then why not make it
available?

QUESTION-TOBACCO, SALE TO
YOUNG PEOPLE.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN asked the Attor-
ney General: Will he issuie notices to trades
people drawing their attention to the Act
just passed prohibiting the sale of tobacco,
etc., to young persons, as was done in Eng-
land when a somewhat similar Act was
passed?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Yes.

QUESTION-FREEZING WORKS,
WYNUHAM11 AND AIR. TEMPLETON.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN asked the Minister
fnr Works: Is Mr. Templeton, who gave
evidence before the C'ommisioner dealing
with die Wyndhiam Freezing Works, the
samte Mr. Templeton who applied for the
position as foreman in charge of the con-
struction of the works and was not success-
ful in his application?
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'Ele MINISTER FOR WORK-S replied:
Yes. Another mian w~ell known to the De-
partment was appointed.

QUESTION-WORKERS' COMPENSA-
TION INSURANCE FUND.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN asked the Premaier:
What is the total amount of money nowv
standing to the credit of the WVorkers' Coi-
pensation. Insurance Fund, which was estab-
lished for the purpose of )aying accident
pay to workers employed in the various Our-
eruintet departments?

The P1RPM] R replied: Balance 28/2/
1917-926,463 4s.

QUESTIONS (8)-WVHEAT MARlZE-
INOG SCHEMKE.

Acquiringq Agents and Ockerby & Co., Ltd.

Mr. ALLEN asked the ilinister for Ini-
dustries: I., Did lie definitely promise the
Inspector of the WV.A. Bank some weeks ago
to appoint Ockerby & Co., Limited, acqir-
in- agents uinder the wheat schenie for 19016-
17. if certain conditionis were complied with?
If so, why is it that 110 appointment haIS
been imade althoug-h every' condition required
hr the Minister has been complied with by-
Ocekerby & Co., Limiited? 2, Is it not a fact
that fully SO per cent of the wheat hafs al-
readyv been delivered to agents, and the batl-
amice promised], so that if Ockerby & Co.
were now appointed there would be no wheat
left for them to acquire' 3, What is the
quantity of wheat delivered in iKellerberrin
rail way yards, and how much alpproximately
has still to be delivered?9 4, Is hie aware that
no new wheat has been delivered to the Ke-l
lerberrin mill, aind if that in the railwa~y

yairdsin evrentually' delivered to tihe Keller-
bernmill. it will entail at loss to I he scheme

(owing to the extra handling and agents'
commission) of fully £-3,000, which loss
would have been avoided had the wheat been
delivered to thie Kellerherrin mill in the first
p~lace? 5,JIs lie aware that the Cotteslos mill
has heen twice brought to a standstill within
the last week for want of wheat, in spite of
numerous wvarnings fromt Ockerby & Co. to
the general manager that their supplies of
wheat were running short and that they

would be unable to fuinish their quota of
tlie Imperial flour order if die Mill Could not
be kept running? 6, I's it news to hita that
IHie general maznager wired on the 201h Feb-
ruary to Mr. T. Ockerby at Kellerberrin, as
iolIowas-" Uziless youi advise immediately, as
promised, admitting continuance of last sea-
soul's agency agreement, subject, of course.
to modifications to he determined either muL-
tually or by, arbitration. the Scheme will be
unable to supply any further old season's
wheat." And received thie following reply:

-"ot anxious old seasons, quite willing
mnill new, you can avoid any difficuilty old
or new , by appointing uts ag-ents for new,
mneantimfe admit nothing and deny making
any promises (stop) As you ]told1 otir debit
for £22,000 on account 2,000 tons flour fmn-
penial order nowv ready for shipment, you
can safely suppl 'y old wheat to this value."
7, Will lie state why lie is so anxious to retain
Ockerby & Co. as agents under the first pool
(,season 101-6,whilst lie is apparently
reluctant to apploint them uinder thie new
1916-17 season?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied : 1. No. 2, 1 have no definite infortna-
tion, but the position is probably as stated
iii the question. 3. 60,471 bags. It is not
possible to estimate the quantity still to be
delivered. 4, Yes. The owners have not
been appointed milling agents. 1 cannot
say what the loss will be. 5, No. 6, N\o.
7, Ockerby & Co., and all other acquiring
or milling agents under the 1915-16 scheme
mustI continue responsible for tile delivery
to the pool's order of all wheat acquired
diiringx that Year.

Wheat for Mhe Empire.

fr. HARRISON' asked the Minister for
Industries: 1, Wh~lether his attention has
been drawn to an article in the Primary
Producer of Friday, 2nd March, under
the heading ''Parasites on Patriotism and
ProduL1ction "9 2, WVill he inform this
House what action, if any-, hie intends tak-
ing to bring about a more satisfactoiry con-
dition of affairs with reg-ard to the despatch
of wheat to the British Empire and her
Allies?

The IMINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1., No;, only so far ats referred to by
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the bon. member when giving notice of his
question. 2. Answered by No. 1.

Sale of Wheat to a Miller,

Mr. HARRISON asked thle Minister for
Industries: 1. Has hie, or the manager of
tile Wheat Marketing Scheme, ranted any
fanner the right to sell tile product of his
1916-17 harvest direct to a miller? 29, if
so, will he grant the same right to all far-
mners? .3, If permission granted, by what
au thori ty?7

The MINISTER FOR, T.NDUST.RTES re-
plied: 1, Yes. Two farmers hare been al-
lowed to sell special wheat at a price
higher than thle pool is likely to realise.
The quantity' of this special wheat is small.
2, Yes, for similar -wheat and at a similar
price. 3, The power conferred upon the
Minister by thle Wheat Marketing Act,
1916.

F~inalising Agency Agreements.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Min-

ister for Industries: 1. Could not the
agency agreements under the Wheat -Mar-
keting Schleme be finalised subject to the
reduction (if any) of the charges agreed
upon before the sale to the Imperial Gov-
ernment of 8,000,000 tons was completed 9
2, Do these deductions apply to the millers'
agreement; if not, why are the millers'
agreements not. finalised? 3, Does he re-
alise tile grave danger of allowing the
agents to first handle the wheat and then
discuss thle value of the work after it is
finished? 4, Will hie insist that last yea's
agency conditions and handling charges
paid shall also apply this year?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. All agreements
are now being finalised. .3, There is no
grave daniger. 4, I have no power to insist
upon last year's agency conditions and
handling charges being made to apply to
this year. Clause 14 will find no plac in
the new agreement, and other clauses must
be modified.

Purchasesv outside Pool, M1illers', Cla I ms,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Industries: 1, What sums have the

following millers claimed for wheat pur-
chased outside last year's pool:-Ockerby &
Co., Ltd.; W. Padhury, Peerless M2%ills;
York Milling Go.; Perth Flour Milling Co.;
'Victoria Flour MUills? 2, Have these claims
been closely investigated?7 3, Will he con-
sult Parliament before settling these claims,
and, if Parliament is not in session, will lie
obtain the aplproval of the advisory comm it-
tee before doing so?

Th6 MINISTER FOB IN\DUSTRIES
replied: 1, No specific sums have been
finally claimed by any of the mills
mentioned. 2, The claims are being
properly investigated-investigation should "have been made by the late Minis-
ter before the agreement was signed.
3, Parliament has already been consulted,
and after investigation by a select commit-
tee declined to Lake any action. The advi-
sory committee will be consulted, but the in-
terpretation of thle agreement is one for con-
sideration by a legal authority.

Agents' obligations to Pool.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-

ter for Industries: 1, Has the last year's
£20,000 bond or any portion of it been ac-
cepted by the local Wheat Mlarketing Coin-
inittee from the agents as coveringz their ob-
ligations to thle pool in connection with this
year's harvest? 2, Is it proposed to make
each agent deposit ain additional £20,000
bond, as 'vas dlone last year, by which they
cuarntee to deliver on to the world's mar-
ket wheat equal to the value of the wheat
certificates issued- 3. If not, is the pool
taking the responsibility of checking de-
Ihis-r 'y at the sidings and comparing these
with the quantities shipped? 4, If not, bow
are the farmers' interests being protected?

The -MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, The £2?0,000 bond is continued to
cover both crop)s. The bond is very much
higher than in Victoria. 2, Ko. The one
bond of £20,000 is the guarantee. 2,000,000
bushels old wheat remain on hand. 3. N o.
The same system applies this year as ap-
ldied last year. 4, Thle bond is not the only

guarautee. Thle acquiring agents are res-

1)onsible. and their financial position apart
fromi the bond is also the pool's guarantee.

9-163
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Next year-'s irheat, niegotiations for sale.

H~on. W. D, JOHNSO'N asked the .2%ba-
ister for Industries: Whether lie considers
the enthusiastic acceptance by the farmers
of Australia of the wheat board's guaran-
teed advance of 4s. per bushel f.o.b. for
next year's, wheat will influence that body
to open up negotiations for sale at this
flrice9

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: No. There is no guaranteed advance
of 4s. per bushel. The guaranteed advance
is 3s. per bushel, and the guaranteed price
a mninimum of 4s., f.o.b.

Low grade 'wheat at Geraldton,

Mr. CUINNINGHAM asked tite Mfinister
for TIdustries: 1, What quantity of wheat
of a class below f.a.q. sample was received
at Geraldton and put through the supple-
mientary pool dealing with low'-grade
wheat? 2, How much of this wvheat was
gristed at Geraldton? 3, Was any of this
wheat sent from Geraldion to Northamn to
he gristed; if so, why" 4, Why was the
gristing not done at Geraldton? '1, When
will the final dividend out of the supple-
tttentary pool be paid?

The MtINISTER FOR I1NDUTSTRIES
replied: 1., 8,315 bushels 7hbs. 2, 3,6SS
hxushels; 4lbs. was sold to Geraldton mill at
2s. 4d. per bushel ex-st-ack Geraldton. 3,
4,627 bushels 3lbs. was sent from Oeraldton
to Northam mill to be-(a) gristed for fid.
per bushel plus any excess over 3s. pet'
flour ton for new bags with 2V2 per cent.
commission on sales (including- del eredere
risk) of mill products; or at thle option of
thme Scheme. (b) purchase by the mill at a
price of 4s. per bushel delivered at the mill.
4, No further wheat was sold to the Ocr-
aldton mill because their best offer was 2s.
4d. per bushel. 5, After -grist ing- is coml-

BILL,-FIRE BRIGADES.
Report adopted.

Third R~eading.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Mil-
ister-Perth) [4.50] : I mlove-

That thec Bill bie nw read a third time.

MIr. H-OLMAN (2%l1urchison) [4.51] : I
tigali wish to draw the attention of tike
Minister in charge of the Bill to the danger
creti ed h'in Iud ag t te Bill Euroih ats was
(lne.

Mon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary _Minis-
ter') :it lins been before the House for tour
non 1thIs.

Mr1% HIOLMAN: It has not been possible
toi debate it uint il last night. It is absurd (o
sliv that the Bill has beeni before the House
for four miouths when the Governmnt
rushed it through in one sits ing.,

lion. J. 1). Connolly (Honorary -Minis-
ter) : That is only one stage.

MAr. HOTLMAN: This is the particular
stage. With thie main pliec'v of the Bill I
amn in aieorI. The local authorities in
various. centres should contribute their fair
quota towards lie upkeep of any' brigade
which they mnay have in their district. There
are, howev'er . several other mnatters which
require attention. Last night served to
denionstrat e the utter ignorance of the Mfin-
ister in charge of the Bill 1 when lie said
that there were no offiees attached to the
volunteer fit's brigadles.

Thie IPremiei' You hare no right to say
that, lie k-nows as much sbout the Bill
ais you do0.

Mr. FOLMAN: It shows his utter ignor-
aoice upon rthe subject of volunteer fire bri-
gades. and of thie B1ill of which lie is in
charge. We have about .30 volunteer
brigades in this State, and each and every
one of these hlas, its full set of offices tinder
its entire control. There is no provision
mnade in Ihe Bill for the members or officers
of those brigades. One very far reaching
amiendmnent has been brought into the Bill
onl the moction of the kieniher for North-
East Fremantle (1-an. W. C. Angwin) in
conimeciion with the proviso to Clause 26.
TChat. tna' cause a great dleal of trouble in
thke future, because, as the Honorary M1inis.
ter has correctly stated, the insurance coin1-
Iamies did pa~y a quota towards the valua-
tion price of the property taken over by the
Fire Bi-igades Board, actually in 1010. If
the amendment is allowed to go t itotgh-

lion. W. C. Angwin: T hope it does.
Mr. HOILhTAN: It will mecan that the

owners of the property held by the board-
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Honi. J. D, Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You will notice if you read the
amendment that lie says, "enot non- re-
q1uired."

Mr. HOTLIAN. The whole of the pro-
Iperty' of the hoard, whether it is required to
remove thie station from it or to leave thie
property there. miust revert back to thle local
governing body. That wvill mean thiat the
Iboard would not lie enabled to realise on the
property and to repurchase a more suitable
one. It will mean that any buildings which
ard held by the board and which aire not
suitable, or any* land which is not suitable
for the fire brigade purposes,. cannot be
realised upon for the purplose of extending
their quarters or providing themselves with
buildings in any other d irection.

Hon. J. D. Connolly' (Honorary Minlis-
ter) : .1 do not think that is right.

Mrfi. HOLMTAN: 1 ami say, ing what is
right. It would also mean, with regard to
the insurance companies, which have paid
heir quota towards the tpurchiase of these

sites and are entitled to three-eighths
o's these sites by' the fact that they
paid three-eighths of thle price, that
when it conies to a readjustment
there may be serious complications which
should be provided] against. [a tite
case of a mulnicipality, which, prior to thle
hoard taking over thle property, had a block
of land which it handed ox-er to the fire
brigade hoard for fire brigade purposes, and]
which the fire brigades board has no further
use for and where the Government can sup-
lyl, them with m nore suit able site upon

which to erect buildings. I maintain that that
sishould revert to thie local governingy

hi-ai h ut not otherwise, b~ecause we know full
well Ithat sites have been granted to the bri-
gades outside any municipal authority what-
ever.

Hon. W. C. Anewnin: That does not
apply.

Mr. HOIIMA'N: Prior to 1909, and in
other cases, the hoard acquired propert 'y
which some of the municipal authorities are
anxious to get back at the present timne.
Before an amendment of this nature is
allowed to go through. T maintain that the
Minister in charge of the Bill should he
very careful in what hie does. There is a
possibility of serious complications arising

in that direction. I do not desire to delay
the passing of the Bill, but merely enter
'my protest to show that the Bill was forced
through without amendments which would
have been of advantage to the Bill being
discussed, and to draw attention to the
grave disabilities which may arise when an
alteration in the constitution of the board
is being brought about. We desire the
best possible service to the people for pre-
vention against fire, and we also desire to
Jhave that carried out as economically as
possible. I am satisfied that -when an al-
teration is made, it is going to bring about
a big dislocation of existing conditions, and
that ample provision has not been made to
mleet this situation.

Hon. J D.- CONNOLLY (Honorary
Mlinister-Perth) [4.571: As mover of the,
motion, that the Bill should he read a third
time, 1 take it that I have not the right to
rep.ly. Thle amendment in question was
moved by the memiber for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C, Angwia) and I would
ask him to be good enough to reply.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWJN (North-East Fre-
mauntle) [4.58]: 1 regret that the member
for MAurchison (Mr. Holman), who is chair-
man of (lie Fire Brigrades; Board, has not
read thie amendment which 1 moved last
night, or the proviso. Any property which
is given to any person outside a local au-
tihority, and has been taken over by the
Fire Brigades Board, is not affected so far
as mny amendment is concerned. This does
"cit affect it in the least. I only wvan ted to
protect thle local authorities, who have had
-ranted to them in the past by the Govern-
mnent areas of land for the piirpose of local
govet utn11ent buildings.

Hon. .1. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Anul which they no longer require.

Hon. W. C. A NOTWIN: it is possible
that a corner of a block of land in one of
these areas has been used for a fire station
and has, upon it some small building which
is not used as a fire station, but possibly as
a, stable. This building may be alongside
tile Town Hall and therefore becomes an
eyesore in the district. Mly amendmnent pro-
v ides that in ease the Fire Brigade Board
does not desire that building for fire bri-
gadle purposes it should go hack to the
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local authority from which it was origin-
ally transferred without any fee. No 0110

has paid the local authorities for
thle buildings or the ground. A ny
expenditure incurred upon the buildings
by the Fire Brigadles Board should be
repaid by the local authority. In the case
of my own district it would be detrimental
to the town that the Fire Brigades Board
should have power to sell or lease an area
of land there in tile mnain street if they dlid
not require the land for fire brigade pur.
lposes. It is an improvement in the Hill,
but as long as a Fire Brigade Board re-
qluires the property it would not he neces-
sary to hand it back. If the board does not
require it the local authority should have
an opportunity of taking it back on pay-
mneat of the costs incurred by the boart in
connection with it. It is only a fair request,
and I would point out that in any ease the
fire brigade stations are in most cases ort
sites removed from the town ]fall or mrni-
cipal offices.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third timea and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

MOTION-RAiLWAAY FREIGH17TS AND
FARES, INCREASE.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [5.1]: T move--
TWOt in Ite opintion of this House the

raising of railway freights awld passeniger
fares, as proposed by the Government, is
an unfair and inzeqaitjabl impost, and
should be abolished..

It is not mny intention to take uip a great
deal of the tine of the House on this mio-
tion, for the reason that thfe subject matter,
railway freights generally, has been dis-
cussed several times; during the past few
months, and especially during the recent
debate on the motion of want of confidence.
I am submitting this mnotion ini the inter-
ests of those persons who use the railways
only because they are forced to do so,
miany of whomn are not in a position to pay
thre increased fares which have been ja-
posed iii several directions. M11. plea is
not on behalf of the person who goes jaunt-
ing about the State on the railways, but is
a protest against the increase which has

been imposed in railway fares and freight
which hear so heavily on those resident
in the remote portions of the State. The
incereases in fares have been on the basis
of one penny for first class anrd two pence
second class fares in the metropolitan area.
There are niany people, shop girls, appren-
tices, and others, who have only a small
wage, and to whom the increase in fares
has been absolutely hurtful, That increase
of one penny and two pence on every ticket
has mnade a considerable reduction in the
purchasing power of the money earned by
these p)eople in wages. The casual labourci
on nine shtillings per day -has to pay a.n
estri, penny on his secon-d class ticket;, and
while the actual payment of one penny is
niot a vecry serious mnatter, I wish to call
the attention of the House to the fact that
at such stations as Burswood, Mt. TLawley,
Mla ylands, Ena vwa ier, Victoria Park, and
Belmont-I hope the Attorney General is
listening-the increase in railway fare%
iml-posed. by the present Government has
been] at the rate of 66 per cent. to second
class travellers. In these stressful. times,
when the housewife has to make the best
use of every penny, and when- we are not
protected as wve were by the Control of
Trade in War Time Act wvhen the previous
Glovernment were in office and alterations
in the railway fares were made, I contend,
and I think this House will contend, that
injustice has been dune. The constituents
of the Attorney General are not thie only per-
sons -affected ini this matter, for the in-
crease has heen miade 'general throughout
the suburban railwray system. But . while
the increase of 66 per cent. has been de-
manded fromn the poorer classes who travel
second class, thme fares of first class travel-
lers haveF been inceased by 40t lper cent.
only. 'If the Government must inc(rease
fares, I say the increase should be equit-
able. I contend that those persons travel-
ling first class would be in a hetter position
to pay fromi a monetary point of view if
tile positions were reversed aind they had
to pay a 66 per cent, increase as against
40? per remit, on second class fares. Had
the increases been framed on an equitable
basis there would have been a correspond-
ingly higher increase in first class fares
than in the increase on second class tickets.
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And( had thai been done no toine could have
caviled at it fronm anl equit 'y point of view,
howev'er much there mnight have been said
as to the necessity for increasing the rail-
Wvay fares at al. In increasing, the
railway fares to metropolitan and
suburban residents the Government are on
a good wicket,' fo r the reason that the peo-
ple have no other means of travelling into
the City. Had thecre been other means of
c onveyance into the City, or if time railwa.'y
.ravellers were within walkingr distance of
Perth, I venture to say there would have
been little additionial railway repenue as the
result of these increases. The Government
have the whip hand and they know per-
fectly well that it is impossible for the
people to reach the City except by means of
the railways. 1 contend that in times such
as these this is inequitable class taxation,
for the reason that it is not spread equally
or &1uitahlv over the whole of the corn-
inan11ity. We now comle to the question of
what this increase mneans; in the matter of
the cost of livinge in the remote parts of the
State. I shall not use the worn-out argu-
menit that the man who is living outback is
blazing the track. That has been used so
often in this House t hat people now do not
believe it. Rut I do assert that tire persons
livin g in the rerote portions of time State
are handicapped to a greater extent in the
moat ter of their household expendituire than
i lie people i n, the inu re favou red portions of
the State nearer thie metropolitan area.
While there Iras been an increase in railwayv
freighits. and a. consequential increase in the
(..Ost of conmnodities, we hond that the
workers are not iii receipt oif any'
increased remnieration fronm their eml-
ployers. We do thuad. however. that
tire storekeepers in ever *y part of the
State where these increased railway
rates operate have put up their prices. Not
only have they increased the price of corn-
inodities by' the difference of the increased
impost of the railway delpartment, but they
have also placed an extra impost onl the
peope who buy g-oods from them: and then
they use the argiunent that the railway
rate increases are responsible for it. If we
now had the safeguard which we had Lin-
der the Control of Trade in War Tille Act
the people would haove been safeguarded to

the extent that the board could have shown

what tile increased railway charges actnaily
were, and could have controlled tradesmen
by directing hlow much they would he en-
titled to charge the ])eople. When comnpari-
sons are drawn between the City and oat-
back portions such as Mleekatharra it is
pointed out that the miiner at Meekatharra
is in receilpt of £4 per week and that in
mnity industries the worker in Perth is in
receipt of only 10s. or 9s. per day. But it
must he remembered that a Lian iii Perth
canl obtain board and lodging for 22s. 6d.
per week, whereas in Meekatharra a man
has to pay 30s. per week for board alone,
and on top of that hie hias to pay for water,
lighting, kerosene, etc., for the cmp iq
which lie lives. And all these things make
the imlpost 111)01 him eoirseqtient on the in-
creased railway freights a great deal higher
than in the case of the man in Perth. It is
the durty of the State to afford olportunfi-
ties for education in every portion of the
State as nearly equal as caa be to those
ofreringl in the metropolitan area. In this
connectioni a further advantage to the man
in tire City lies in tire fact that there are
available here facilities wlhich are not opelI
to the mian outback for tire education. of his
children Cairni a techical point of view.
WVrn tire railway department increases
rates to all extent that thre price of goods
to the man ourtback is rendered extortionate,
thenir contend that tire handicap is too great.
To Armiadale in the metropolitan area there
has. been a rise in the cost of transport of
g-oods of Is. per ton. TChat is to say. anmat
mnay send in to Perth and get the pick of
the groods, provender and so forth in the
Perth warehouses and stores and the rail-
way department will transport those goods
to his station at the increased cost of is.
petr ton. That is for txventy miles; bitt to
the man in Meekatharra, who is over six
hundred miles away, class I groods have to
pay ati extra imp~ost of 15s. 3d. per ton
from Perth : to Cue it is 14s. I wsh to read
this table, it is a short one, because I want
it to be on record and I want to Use it as
an airiunient :-Perthi to 'Meekatharra, class
1. 1-5s. 3d.: class 2, 20s.: class 3, 24s. Od.-
all increases onl the old rates. To Cue from
Perth. class 1, 14s.- class 2, 1St- 3d.; class
3, 22.4. gd-all increases. To Leonora, class
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1, 14s. 2d.;- class 2, 1s. 7d.; class 3, 22s.
ld. Perth to 'Kalgoorlie, class 1, 11s.;
class 2, 14s. 9d.; class 3, l9s. To
Narrogin the increase in class 1 is 5ls.
lid., in Class 2 7s. 9d., and in class 3
9s. 7d. In the case of Wagin the increases
are in class 1 Os. lid., in class 2 9s., and in
class 3 11s. 2d. To Riatanning the in-
creases are, respectively, 7s. 9d., 10s. 2d.,
and ].2s. 6d. I have selected those stations
from the rate book as fairly representing
I le various portions of this Slate affected.
I do not wish for one moment to assert that
the whole of the increased imposts will be
borne by any one section of the outback
country. But 1 ask all people affected, no
watter in what portion of the State they
may reside,' whether these increases repre-
sent a fair thing? I am sure that if the
opinion of the country generally were taken,
it would be agreed that there is a great
necessityv for furt her consideration of rail-
w-ay rates by the Government. Clas s 1
goo ds comprise sugar,. jam, butter, and
candles-that is to say, food and household
reuisites-and also mining machinery and
requisitts. The thing which the people of
the gold fields need most is that mining ma-
chiinery and mining requisites should be
carried at the lowest possible cost. Gold is
needed just as much as men are, to win the
war. There has been an increase in the
cost of railway Carriage of every coimmo-
dity used for the production of gold and
the reduction of ores, and an extra imp)ost
again has been placed on these commodities
by the merchants. T1he latter fact is due
to the circumstance that Australia did not,
until very recently, wake tip to thle fact
that ether countries,' and notably Germany,
were prodlucing most of the requisites fur
the product ion and refining of gold. It is
our duty to do something to insure that
Australia shall prodUCe many of these re-
quisites in thne near future. This ought to
have been seen to long before. H-ad our
Federal Government taken the matter in
hand, and shown a little more patriotism a
considerable time ago by putting on a suli-
cient duty to bar out the imported articles,
the desired posit ion would ere now have
huen attained. For example, zinc shavings
are now being produced in Australia. Had
a business man.. a man of business acumen,

a man of bi, broad, national bnsiness, been
told a few years ago thaat zinc shavings
could be produced in Australia, he would
have told his informant, "You do not know
what you are talking about." However,
necessity drove1. and now all the zinc shav-
ings and concentrates required here are be-
ing produced in Australia. Australia, how-
ever, has not either the machinery or the
techinical knowledge to produce these Com-
modities at a price which would represent
material assistance to the mining industry.
The Australian cost of production is much
higher; and this fact should be an incen-
tive to the Government to carry the com-
modities at a lower rate, rather than to
place ext-ra imposts on them. Class 2
goods include kerosene, jam in small Iota,
and fruits preserved in. jars. In the case,
of leckatharra, an extra £1 per ton baa
been imposed cii jam and preserved fruits.
Let rue point out that the people of Meeka-
tharra have no access to either orchards or
fruit harrows. [n my opinion, the fruit
growers would be well advised to feorm
themselves into a body for the local market-
ing of their product. Instead of talking so
niuch about what the State will produce,
the fruitgrrowers should take up the ques-
tion of distribution and send their produce
to localities now languishing for fruit.
From that course both the State and the
fruitgrowers would benefit, especially the
latter. As we know. the fruitgrowers are
in distress ait present; and if they were to
establish Canning works would not the extra
£1 per ton freight. to Meekatharra repre-
sent a serious handicap in the disposal of
Ifeir produetq Tea,. again, is an essential
commodity on the goldfields and outback
generallY. The extra freight imposed on
tea to Meekatharra. is 24s. 9d. per ton, to
Leonora 22s. 6d.; to Wagin 11s. 2d., and to
liatanning l2s. 6d. Freights have been in-
reased on all the commodities used by the

ordinary man outback, used by the only
man who is any' good outback, and that is
the man who will work. Parasites cannot
get a living outback. Surely the labourer
is worthy of his hire, and the least thie
G-overnment should do is to reconsider the
question of railway rates generally. My
lpcicd i-s that if they, do -4 during recess
they will Submit,. on the reassembling of
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Parliament, a definite proposal for the re-
dressing of existing wrongs in this respect.
I understand the Railway Department are
not squaring their financial ledger just
now. I know full well that any Govern-
ment of this State will be right up against
it -for a long time to come, and that we
shall have deficits for the next 15 or 20
years.

The Premier: Oh, no!
Mr. FOLEY: The Premier may fund his

deficits, but they will still he deficits. If 1
owe a man £100, I shall be in his debt until
I have repaid him that sum and the interest
it carries. I wish it to be understood that
I am not quibbling over the money spent
(luring the past few years. I wish the
amount had been twenty millions instead of
ten, because the expenditure has laid the
foundation of good for this State. 'No
matter what Government may be in office,
the people of Western Australia must bene-
fit from the expenditure of the past few
years. Even although [he Government may
not he able to square the ledger of the Rail-
way Department, I trust that if there is
any little consideration to be shown it will
hie shown to the people outback. I com-
mend the motion to the House. I move it
in no carping spirit, but solely with the
object of obtaining reconsideration from
the Government of the increased railway
freights. Although the Government sit on
the opposite side of the Chamber, I feel

suethey will give my motion the consid-
eration that it deserves. I feel sure, too,
that they will accept it in the spirit in which
Imove it.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [5.29]: Whilst I admire the mode-
rate tone in which the hion. member has
moved this motion, and am gratefut for his
concluding remarks, I cannot, of course,
support the motion as it is -worded. It is
practicall y n motion of censure on the Gov-
ernment. and if it is carried in this form
I an, afraid we shall have to consider our
position very seriously. All the notices
of motion which appeared on the Notice
Paper prior to yesterday have, as pronlised.
heen brought up for discussion this even-
iur, I propose, therefore, to make my re-
marks as brief as possible in connection
wvith every motion on which I may spe-ak,

and I hope hion. members generally will
do the same, in order that there may be a
chance of disposing of those motions which
may be considered most urgent and most
important. I thank the mover of the pre-
sent motion for his concluding remarks,
because he has intimated that what he
wants the Government to do is to reconsider
the increases in railway rates and passen-
ger fares. I admit that hie has pointed out
some anomalies. It is very difficult to make
increases in a big department like the Rail-
ways ivithout creating anomalies. Whot-
ever might be done, we could scarcely hope
for general commendation from the whole
public. I sin very desirous of impressing
upon lion, members the fact that our
national railway system has been going
back year after 'year for some time past.
We have been losing money on the system.
We have lost nearly half a million during
the past four or five years, and for the
six months ended 31st December last we
show a, loss of £144,000.

Mr. Lambert: Why not tax the Unused
lanids adjacent to the railway lines!

The PREMIER: A very good sugges-
tion. If I could see some way of forcing
the owners of that laud to improve it I
would be vecry glad to act upon it.

l1on. J. Scaddan: The whole trouble
arose years ago through the system of selec-
tion before survey.

The PRZEMIIER: That is so. Still, it is
one of the problems that must be tackled.
We have lost £144,000 onl the railways for
the six months prior to the 31st Decem-
ber, despite the first increase in fares and
rates.

I-Ion. P. Collier: The first increase was
not on very long before December.

The PREMIIER: A couple of months.
There has been a shrinkage of £110,000 in
passenger and goods earnings during the
six months alluded to. This position must
be faced. While I admit that we must
endeavour to adjust our rates and fares so
that they may be more equitably imposed
on all the people of the State as far as
possible, yet I think hon. members will
ag-ree that it is our duty to see that the
railways secure some increase for the ser-
vices rendered. I cannot look upon it at
nll as a question of taxation. The hion.
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Mnenuber who moved tine mnotion claimied
that it is a form of taXation. It is nothing
(of the sort, It is paYmient for services
rendered.

Ni r. Taylor: But why* make it press so
heavily on people far out?

The PREMIER: It is all a qtuestion of
whether the tariff is the most equitable that
ean be devised, Of course, any' tariff maust
press miore or less heavily on those far
back, those 600 mniles or more from the
capital. Still bon. members will agree that
those pieople are receiving aill possible con-
sideration.

Hon. P. Collier: Our holidayv excursion
fares arc the cheapest in Australia.

Tine PREARiER : Certainl 'y they) are es-
sentially moderate. A lot of our charg-es
muight be fairly increased, but of course we
miust go into the matter and give it due
consideration before we make any further
alteration. If the lion. member will with-
draw his motion or ag-ree to have it amen-
ded so that it iay he acceptable to tine
Ciovernmient, we will promise that full in-
quiries shall be made and the matter r'e-
considered with a view to devising-, if pos-
sible a more. equitable distr-ibution Ojf nV
increased rates and fares. I think we shal
have to increase rates and] fares all round
ra~lier more than they are at Present. I
ann not forgetful of the fact that every
time prices of facilties are increased tine
effect is likely to be a decrease of thne de-
niand for those facilities. I keel) that pro-
ininently before inc. The thing is to hit
tine happy iacan, and lie able to get a return
for services rendered MOre com mensurate
with the charses. made elsewhere, anti with
the fact that our railway lines have so small
a population Per male [as compiared with
oilier places, in order that we muay, if pos5-
siljle, bring the balance to that point where
payment for services equals tine cost of
providing those services. We have no right
to have this big system running anti con-
stitating a general tax, because in the last
analysis it does become a tax on the general
community. We ought to endeavour to get
sulfliient revenue for the services to pay at
least working exIpenses and interest and
sinking fund on the capital involved.

Mr. Lanmbert : The Eastern goldfields line
will dto helter when the Trans-Australian
railway is through.

The PURMi.ER: We shall get only a pro-
pLurtion of tine through fares, and I dloubt
vervy munch whiether it- will be any direct
benefit 10 our railway system for some years

to connie atog, OF. course, it will be of
immnediate advantage to the State and to
those who wish to travel from East to West,
or vi ce rerse. .1 quite agree withi the mnover
of tine motion t hat we should endeavour io
deal equitably betuleen those wino travel
first-class, and thiose who use nine second-
clas s facilities. I am not p~repared, however,
to admit that it is only what the hon. mem-
ber calls the "poor man" wino uses the
second-class. I am afraid that many who
could afford to use first-class usze the second-
elass, perhaps because there is no third-class.
'rie lhon. member's plea in regard to the cost
of living in outback centres is one to which
nil eau give general support. At the same
lime, it is not always tire railway rate whjich
establishes the prices of conumodities in
out lyVing, cenitres, although, Of corse, it is a
ibig factor. I have seen in centres. very
near to tHie City prices charged iii retail
stores which were higher, if anything, than
tine prices elnargeri in Kalgoorlie stores.
Theme are maui' thinn-s to be considered in
tine fixing of p~rices. There is the Volatme Of
I nade, thle question of demand and], I regret
to admit, sometimes tire greed of the man
wino is in at position to insist upon his pri1ce.
BcauLse we pit 10s. a ton on railway rates
to some fan' distant settlers is not to say

rlat we shiall see an immediate effect on the
retail prices charged to thiose settlers for
comunmodities. Memubem's will agree that if we
were to take 10s. off the rates to-morrow we
ivonnid not find an"v immediate altemation in
tine price tine storekeeper has been in tlie
p~ract ice of clnarging. We ought to do all
in Our power, to encourage the establish-
umeint of industries in 'Western Australia. f
hope that, whIichever side may be in power,
thnat sentiment will be adop ted ats being-
based on a sound principle. WVe should
enneourage and assist anyone wino will come
to Western AUAsaia and establish indus-
tries, opening uit new avenues of p~rodLuc-
tion and employment. The lion, member's
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complaint regarding the cost of eommodities
in connection with the gold mining industry
is undoubtedly correct. But it applies all
round. TI(do not k-now any industry in
Western Australia to-day which is not suffer-
in.- from increased cost of commodities. I
amn afraid that for many years to come we
shall have to put up with; that position of
affairs, brought about, by thle wvar. 1. (10
not see how we can expecct to reach normal
for some considerable time after the War is
over. It is part of thle price we have to pay
for our nationalit y and for the fact that wve
are doing our utmost to support the Emnpire
in the great struggle, doig all we can to
assist the Empire to win. At the same liie
it 'is easy for members to cry out that we
imust assist the gold mining industry and
mnust reduce railwayv rates find fares in order
that the indlustryv may continue to carry on
its activities. I do not think w'e wyoul'd be
justified in running our railway system at a
loss merely to keep another industry going.
which, per haps, was not making good to the
State the loss thle railways would suffer.
We must tr 'y to adjust our charges, just as
a private comipany wouldr to encourage thie
establishmnt and continuance of indulst ries
which will bring tralfic to our railway- svs-
tern, rind so by increraing the volume of
traffic make it possible to reduce charges.
In conclusion let me sayv that we wish to

dleal equitably wih all sections of the coin-
inanity. WVe are fluite prepared, and have
already made up our mninds to have this
question of railway fares and rates fully
inquired into and given more consideration
than, perhaps. it previously received. We
hope that the result of the inquiry and re-
consideration will mean a readjusriment
which wvili largely increase the earuings of
our riwysystem, and will bear equitably
on all the people who use tha system. I
hope the 11oit. Member will accept that as-
surance and] either withdraw his motion or
allow it to be amended.

'Mr. Taylor: What form of amendment
do you desire?

The PREMIER: That it should be toned
dIown somewhat.

IMr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [5.45]: 1
have listened to the remarks of the member

for Leonora -aid( .1 say I am very much in
sympathy with him.

Hon. .. Scaddan: Let it he practical sym-
pathy then.

MNr. ~~irI 4LAI'OT': I alco was pleased to
hear the remarks of the Premier, that he is
prepared to adjust the fares and freights
in an equitable manner. There is no doubt
that this matter of railway freights and
fares is one of the burning questions of the
hour as far as the peorkl in the hack-blocks
nrc concerned. 'ime rurnaher for Leonora
said hie was not going to talk platitudes.
Now what is ak platitude? It is a truismn
and a truism is an undoubted truth, there-
fore, I ani quite prepared to state the un-
doubted truth regarding thie position of the
tpeople outback and the railway fares and
freights. The railway' s earn over two mil-
lion pounds annuallyr in fares and freights
and thle whole of that is practically paid by
people living. at distances front thle metro-
politan area. Tf that is the case,' it is easy
to realise boxy import ant this question is to
rtein. The railways cost 1.1/2 millions itt
working expenses and maintenance, and] half

amillion is swallowed up in sinking fund.
'['le Premier states that -whatevrer happens
the money has to be folund. I cannot cross
swords with him over that now. Our rail-
xvaxys.are national railways and it is not
fair to make any one section of the com-
munity c-art-" the whole of the burden on
their backs. As it is now, freights should
he adjusted in such a way that the man out-
back, whether onl tile g-odfields. or elsewhere.
should not he unduly' penalised. As it is
now, the small man is alnost killed by heavy
fares and cannot compete with his more for-
tuinate hrother near the metropolis. Take
thle orchardist. He is hit in that direc!tion,
The w-hole matter of freights should be
looked at from a national standpoint. The
inain object should he how to assist the
rtinar3' producer wherever hie may be liv-

inugE. on the goldfields or in any other part of
the State,. to be able to get his goods and
send his goods at such a -rate, to produce
them) and provide money so that they may
not he wasted as they are to-day.

Mr. Carpenter: Ar somebody else's ex-
pense.

Mr. WILLMTOTT: No, lint to everybodr's
benefit in thle State when it is washed out.
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.1r. Tlaylor: Do not [oak so cross.
Ili% WJLT,1LIOT'r: I cannot help looking-

cross when mnembers make such statements.
W-1hen one compares the average cost of
articles cairied over thie railways one sees
that thle average per ton in South Australlia
is Ms. as against 5%,. in Western Australia.

M11r. Taylor: What is that on9

11-r. WILMOT'l' On wheat, manures,
chaff, agri cultur-al machi inery, galv'anised
iron, oil engines, kerosene, petrol, cornsaeks,
hides, binder twine and timber.

Hon. P. Collier: Is the comparison on the
Samle Class Of goods?7

Mr. WVILIAIOTT: Those articles wiceh
T have enumecrated, and T defy contradiction
even on the part or the member for Nor-
thorn. Having- listened to the remarks of
thle Premier it seems we are to have even
further increases in fares and freights.; that
is to continue so as to finance our railways
is we are doing now. If that is so, these
fares and freights; should he adjusted equit-
ablly.

lion. P. Collier: If you adjust them
equitably so far as the railways are con-
eorned, you must increase them all round.

Mr. W]ILLMIOTT: The member for Leon-
era pointed out that the man in the back-
blocks had plenty of inconvenience and
trouble. He has none of thle privileges and
pleasures that the town dweller has, and on
top) of that we say that not only shall lie
forego all these pleasures, not only shall his
children not have the same chances of edni-
cation as the town child has, but hie shall
carry the whole cost of the railways, work-
ing expenses, sinking fund and interest on
his back. So long as that policy is carried
out so long we shall he doing an injustice.
T do not expect in the near future any
change in the financing of our railways, but
1. hope the time will come when we shall
take a different view of tile financing of thle
railways and view it from a national stand-
point and not say that the railway system
is to be paid for out of fares and freights.
So long as we do that 'ye penalise the people
ivliom we should help.

Hon.' P. Collier: What (10 you mnean by
nationnl service?

Mr. WTLLMO'rTl: A national service is
I Service fthat all1 the people benefit fromn;
p)eopl)e in the towns do not pay in their pro-

I: art 1411 to the people in the coin try. The
motion as mnoved by the member for Leonora
is too drastic. thierd-ore, by way of amendt-
inent. .1. mnove-

T/hat all the words after "fares" be
struck out end that the 'words "should be
reconsidered by the Government 'with a
rieio to a more equitable adjus-tment of the
saine" inserted in lieit.

lion. J. SCADUAN (Browuhill-ivan hoc)
f15.51)]: I was interested in the interpre-
tation given to thie word "platitude" by the
leader of the Country party when hie said
that it was a truism and that a truism was
an undoubted truth. I listened to the lion.
mnember with somie attention and 1 thought
that hie commenced by introducing some un-
doubted truths. He no doubt uttered some
truisms but lie finished up by introducing
platitudes.. That is really what happened.
He raised all sorts of objections to the
action of the Government introducing an
equitable form of taxation by increasing
the freights imposed on thie primary Ilro-
ducers, hut lie 11nalisecl by saying that al-
thoughi the Government had done something
which wias detrimental to the primiary pro-
(lucers, hie was prepared to allow them to
suffer onl so Iong- as the lion, member got
over the difficulty of the discomfiture of the
Government b 'y moving an amendment mak-
ing- fares and freights more equitable in the
future. That is a platitude;- it is not, a
truism, not an undoubted truth. May
I say I think the timec has arrived when
the leader of a party when discossing
a matter of vital importance should be able
to assist with sonic constructive eriticism
and not always generalhise in his remarks
and leave us no wiser for his utterances as
to what hie intends or desires. The leader of
the Country party' left us no wiser. He
says V this is a national question. What is
not? Ever-ything 'we deal with here is of
national importance. Anything affecting tle
welfare of I he people of thle State is of na-
tional importance, but that does not help
us very' much. What does the hion. member
really mean? Mlay I be permitted to say
what I think lie means. The railway systemn
should be viewed from the standpoint of be-
longing- to all thle community and therefore
we should fix fares and frecights on a flat
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rate, which means that whether a man
travels half a mile, or one mile, or 6.30 miles
hie should pay exactly the samte fare, or if
lie sends goods half a wile or 600 miles hie
should pay exactly the saone rate.

The 'Minister for Works: Is that what
you call a flat rate?

lion. J. SCADDAN : Is timi the hon.
Mebe' desire?

Mr. Willmott: No, lie does not mean
tliat.

lion. J. SCADDAY: That is the
trouble we rind ourselves in as to the atti-
tumle adopted by the bon. member. He does
not suggest anything to get over Ilie diffi-
eulty. All the lion. meniber seems to have
in his mind is that [lie increase in freights
as adopted by the Govern ment is going to
work harshly against the man iii thme agri-
Cultural districts.

Mr. Witlmott: Not only in (lhe agricul-
tural districts.

Rton. J. SCADflAN: Well, in the re-
mtote portions of the State, but the increase
in freights and fares is being discussed
every day. Do not we get through the
columins of the newspapers, even in the
columns of the Primary ProdUce, similar
assertions that the railways ore a national
eoncern, thierefore all the comnmunity should
contribute towards their upkeep and pro-
vide for the sinking fond by ain unim-
prov-ed land tax without exemption. Is; the
lion, member serious in that contention or
was it a sarcasm?

Mrr. Griffiths: Wity a sarcasm?
Hon. J1. SCADDAN: Because he is not

sincere find if he is not sincere then it must
be sarcasm. At the time when we reduced]
the terminal charge on the district rail-ways
we endeavoured to meet the loss of revenue
by that very kind of tax bitt we did not get
an 'y support fromt another place. With the
construction of every nimile of additional rail-
way in our State, either in the mining or
the agricultural districts, value is added to
property in the city and the owners of that
property are not called upon to contribute
anything in proportion to the advantage
they- receive. The leader of the Countryi
party merely said that he desired to sym-
petitise with the motion before time House.
I would like to ask him whether hie considers
hie is helping towards that which he asserts

hie and oilier members are aiming at, that is,
calling upon those in the cities and towns
whose property is increased in valU Li n COil-

sequence of the opening up of the mining
an(1 agricultural areas by the construction
of railways and roads, by supporting the
Government who deliberately set themselves
against taxation of land values without ex-

iuption. The very basis of what the lion.
member desires, is the acceptance of our
railways as n national concern, and there is
oril :v one way of getting to that position and
it is ats lhns been suggested. Is there any
hope of getting the Government to agree to
our proposals9

Mr. Griffiths: Why not?
lion. J1. SCADDAN: Because it is against

their principles. In 1914 the present Gov-
ernmnent camne into this House pledged to
abolish the Land Tax and to put nothing in
uts place.

The 'Minister for Works: In 1911.
Ron. J. SCADDAN: No, in 1914. In

1911 they advocated the abolition of the
land tax and in 1914 they were pledged to
it.

The Premier: Yes, and to increase the
in~omie tax.

fHon. J. SCADDANT : I ant not at this
stnge arguing as to which is desirable. But
nill I ami doing is to ask the member for
York whether lie would call LIpon all to
make up the loss on the railway system,
so ats not to increase fares and freights
ini suhi at way ais to hear harshly on the
producer. I would like to ask him what
ihtpc e minea of getting what we propose
front the presunt Government.

Mr. Willinott: We cannot get it from
thmu: what hope have we of getting it front
vOlt?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I am not concerned
as to how the leader of the Country party
reg~ards members on this side of the House:
I ant trying to show the position lie is plac-
ing- himself in. He is keeping in office a
0overnment who deliberately increased the
railway freights and fares by the nile of
thumb method of adding 10 per cent.

Mr. Willmuiott: And they withdrew the
terminal charges which was a step in the
righlt direction.

Hon. J1. SCA,%DDAN: Is that the lion.
memtber's idea of how to meet a national
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question ? Is there atiy sincerit 'y in the
hon. memiber about this matter? We en-
deavoured to keel) a promise we made that
we would abolish the terminal charge as
being an unfair imtpost, and I still adhere
to that. It is an inequitable impost and
should 'be abolished, and 1 asked those
who are seeking to bring about its abolition
that they should be honest enoug-h to also
understand the financial position of the
State and to assist to rentedy' that position
of affairs b 'y at least making good thle loss
thatt would accrue to the revenue. We came
along aind made a deliberate suggestion
that we should obtain additional revenue
in the direction the member for Yor*k now
desires, but we get no support from the
Country mnembers.

Mr. Gtrilffths: What year was that in?
Hoti. J. SCKODAN: In the year prIMr

to the re-imposition of the terminal chiare.
I made a statement as Treasurer that uin-
less our taxation proposals were passed in
order to make good the loss due to the
abolition of the terminal charge we wouild
have to re-impose it, much as wve detested
having to do so. We had to do so because
lion. members in another plac threw out
our11 proposals. Fromt the very moment we
imposed the terminal charge and had to in-
crease ilie riw freizlhts in other diree-
tions to make up for the loss due to thle
droughlt and the war, we found that our
Liberal frienids becamne most anta~gonistic
to the action of the Government and the
present Premier as late as the 1ill August
last, ini his capacity' as Premier, when dle-
livering his polic y speech ait Busselton.
made this statement-

Mr. Scaddan largely wvon the 1.911 elec-
tions hy promising- the minimum of Os.
per dany to railway men. r[his increased
the expenditure by £104000 per year. . .

Further the railwayv rates and
fares were increased considerably...o
Had not, the Liberals on all occasions
denounced Mr, Seaddan s action in in-
cr-easing the freights? They had carried
nut their Pledge to remove the hard-
S~hips ait once. .Tu-tiee should be done
though [lie heavens fall.

Of course our Liberal friends when in op-
position, were not concerned about Lte in-
terests of the State; all that they were

concerned about was finding grounds for
aittacking the Government of the day, and

a Pngt other things denounced the action
of the Government in increasing railway
fregjts. In 10.16, soon after the present
Government took office, the Premier took
credit for ha ingi' denounced the previons
Government for- hatving increased the rail-
way frigh-lts. 'File public were given to
a udlerstand that as. soont as the new Gov-
etrnment got into office. one of their first
acts would he to reduce freights and bring
themn hack. to the original. figure. Other-
wise there wvas no grouind to make thle
stateoment the present Premier made at
Busselton, hut hie accepts the position as hle
finds it and allows the freights to remain,
an1d then hie makes other increases
by the rule of thiumb) method of
adding 10 lper cent. Then forsooth, we
are asked to accept the amendment moved
hr, the member for Nelson that this miatter
should he referred to the Governmnent for
further consideraition. This, however, is
throwing dust in the eyes of the puiblic.
'[li staltenentIs Made by the Premier at
Russelton were never intended to he ap~-
plied by fihe Government. If whnthe
present Government were in opposition
hey protested honestly against our action,
heiy should now immediately approach the

Rouse and say "We are going to abolishi
those increased freights." Yet all the
Country, members are prepared to sit where

liare and support a Government which
,acc~e)ts increases which they condemned
when they sat in opposition, aind then go
onl to make further increases xvhich are not
in the interests of the agricultur-al producer.
'The rule of thumb method introdluced by
thie Grovernment is most inequitable. It is
true,' as the Honorary Minister said, our
freights 'vere fixed on at sliding scale, but
that slidling- scale did not work harshly on
tile man whose produce had to be carried a
long- distance. Take the man in the mining
areas. Everything he requires for his sus-
tenance and for the purpose of working the
ind-ustry' must be carried over the railway
system. It is true that a few sheep and
r attle are grazing in the mining areas,. but
otside of that stock it is essential to the
maintenance of the individual as well as
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for thle carrying on of the industry that be
should be given consideration so far as rail-
way frei ghts are concerned. The present
Government are so little concerned about
helping the mining industry that they made
an impost which is tantamount to increas-
ing taxation so far as those in remote parts
were concerned. I have already pointed
out that the man at, say iN-lcckatharra1 hiad
to pay 15s. ad. on every ton of goods essen-
tial to his maintenance, carried to him onl
lte railways, while thle manl living at Anna-
dale, practically in the metropolitan area,
had to pay an impost of nearly Is, That
kind of thing is not in the best interests
of the State . and it is not considering the
railways from a national lpoint of view.
It was not the method adopted by the pre-
decessors of the present Governmnent and
we were roundly condemned for having
made an increase. We started on the basis
of 25 per cent. in carrying over short dis-
tances and gradually reduced the charges to
.5 per cent. to places like Meekathamrra. The
present Government made it a general 10
per cent. increase, which works disastrously
against those who are living in distant parts
of the State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Resolved: that motions be continued.
Hon. J. SCADDA-N: It is quite evident

by the amendment moved by the leader
of the Country party that the Government
and their supporters on thle cross benches
have put their heads together for the pur-
pose of tonling down. the motion which they
recognise would have received the support
of thle majority of members.

The Minister for Works: Why do you say
that ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: It is a statement I
am entitled to make, because it is according
to the facts. it is somewhat in the nature
of flogging a dead horse to endeavour to
get the House to agree to any other action
than that which is now proposed and ac-
epted by the Government-the matter
of the re-consideration of the action which
the Country party and even some direct
supporters of the Government have had
to condemn during thle session. Even
matters of that nature must be set aside for

the purpose of saving the Government
and keeping the compact which was given
in good faith that, come what may, they
would get into recess. Although the~ amend.
ment is toned down, the motion is in the
nature of a vote of censure upon thle Govern-
meat, because it says that they should
look into the question in order to readjust
the fares and freights and make them more
equitable. If that is not saying that the
freights and fares increased by the Govern-
ment are inequitable, I do not understand
thle English language.

The Premier: It may, be something of the
kind.

Hon. 5. SCADDAN: All that boast of
business acumen. on thu part of members of
thle Government who were going to adjust
the finances, their action. in throwing over
all thle financial propos, and their ad-
mission that the only action which would
mean any increased revenue requires further
consideration, is evidence of the fact that
there has been no business acumen shown
by them. During the past eight months
the Railways have gone to thle bad to the
extent of £250,000 in comparison with a
similar period of last year, That is the
period during which the Government have
Occupied thle Treasury benches. They have
only reduced the expenditure by £49,000.
In round figures the Railways have gone to
the bad something over £100,000, worse
than they did during the previous year.
Notwithstanding thle increases in freights
and thle application of business acumen,
and the fact that we have cardied more
wheat over our railways, it is all to be for-
gotten for the time being in order to enable
the Government to get into recess, so that
they may, by their business acumen during
thle period -when things are quiet, and they
are not being asked awkward questions
about their doings in thle past, devote the
whole of their time to the Government
offices. The Country party have pledged
themselves to a readjustment of the inci-
dence of taxation in order that thle manl
situated along our railway system should
not have to carry any undue proportion
of thle burden. They aro not prepared,
however, to insist that the Governent
shall meet the House with a proposal to
tax land values without exemption in order
that the whole of thle community may carry
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some of the burden of the interest and
sinking fund.

Mr, Griffiths. Referring to the tax on
unimproved land values without exemption,
how are you going to make those who do
not hold land pay their fair share ?

Hon. J. SCADDAN:- The whole of our
systemn of taxation to-day is on the basis
that all our commodities that are essential
to our life are taxed, and every man,
whether in possession of land or not, has
to pay his share. Even if the method pro-
posed by the imember for York (Air.
Griffiths) is applied the consumer of the
products carried over our railways will
still be paying into the Treasury for the
purpose of meeting his obligation to the
State, but the balance, which is the essential
between profit and loss in a transaction of
our national concern, tile railway system,
would be met by applying the tax to un-
improved land values, which would cut off
some of the increased values given to town
properties in consequence of the railway
system being extended into more remote
parts of the agricultural and mining centres.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [7,35): 1 have always opposed
increases of railway freights ever since I
have been in the House. Like the poor,
it'appears. to me that no matter what
Government are in power, these increased
railway freights are always with us. Under
the conditions under which we have been
working in Western Australia for some
time, successive Treasurers have always
been hard-pressed for money, and when
finding themselves pressed for money have
followed the line of least resistance, and
increased railway freights, thereby putting
an unfair burden of taxation on a section
of the community who have not been in a
position to adequately defend themselves.
I refer to the people out-back engaged in
mining and agricultural industries. In the
past I have always opposed these increases
of rail way freight s when made by the Labour
Government, and when the present Liberal
Government followed suit and increased
themn in an unfair and unjust manner, I
did my best from this seat in the House to
criticise and condemn that action. It
appears to me that the position as far as
the people living in the country districts,
those engaged in agriculture and mining,
is concerned, is that the burden of the

increase in railway freights imposed on
them has reaohed a breaking point. They
cannot stand anything further.

Mr. Underwood: Positively awful, not-
withstanding the two millions of deficit.

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: It is driving people
out of the agricultural and mining districts.
It is depopulating these districts, both as
regards our farms and country towns.
Let us take the position of people with a
small income-soldiers' wives, and others
who have very little to live on. These find
that the increases in our railway freights
mean an increase in the cost of living in the
country towns, and that they cannot live
there, and prefer to come to Perth to dwell.
I am certain that these increases of rail-
way freights are bad, and that they are
encouraging what is so evidently. undesir-
able in our Australian national life, namely,
the big congested cities to which people
gravitate. It is purely a class tax, a tax,
on the people living inland, and on pro-
duction, and our farmers and minors and
timber workers, who bear it, have no
means whatever of passing it on to the
consumer. It is entirely taken out of the
poekers of these sections of the community.
It is a tax on these particular sections of
the community, namely, the p~eople en-
gaged in agricultural and mining industries,
from which other sections of the cormmunity
are entirely excluded. If we in the House
have the power to impose taxation of a
general nature, surely some regulation or
law should be passed under which increased.
railway freights should not become oper-
ative until they have been approved of by
Parliament. We have all sorts of small
regulations that either House of Parliament
has a right to veto within a certain time.
after they are made, and yet in an important
matter like this, affecting the whole of our
inland community, we find that when these
increased freights are imposed, Parliament,
has no power to veto in regard to them.
Something more than the power to veto
should be given to Parliameont in this
matter, and no increase in railway freights
should become operative until they are
approved by the popular Chamber. I had
a good deal of sympathy with the remarks
which have been made by the leader of
the Country party and others, to the effect
that the Country party have a. right to
endeavour to see that these railway freights
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are reduced at least to the basis operating
in 1911. In fairness to tile Government,
I want to remind the ipeople that -we have
something to thank them for, something
of great moment, in regard to the railway
freights, namely, thle reduction of tile
freights on super and the abolition of those
iniquitous terminal charges which were so
roundly condemned by our friends opposite
when they were in Opposition, but which
they subsequently reinstated. I do think
it is a duty we owe to agricultural interests
in this House to see that the freights are
reduced at least to the basis prevailing in
1911. I am entirely in accord with, and
support the view thrown out by thle loader
of the Country party and others, to the
eflect that the interest and sinking fund
en our existing railways should be borne by
the general community who receive the
whole benefit from the construction of
these railways. Theo construction of rail-
ways is not a benefit merely to thle people
who use the railways. It is a benefit to all
those who have land, even out of use, in the
districts served by those railways. It is
particularly a benefit to the owners of
valuable rent-producing property in the
Oity of Prth and tho metropolitan area,
which receive great benefit and increase
in value from the extension of our railway
system, and in the opiening up of outside
and jar-back portions of this rich State.
That being so, I hope that we shall see the
leader of the Country party go on the
national lines that ho has outlined in his
speechl to-night. I hope toe, that we shall
see thle Premier come down, after reviewing
the matter, with absolutely definite pro-
posals, and that the interest and sinking
fund charges en theo cost of our railways
are removed from the backs of thle people
who use the railways and put on to the
comnmunity as a whole. It is quito suffi-
cient for us to make the people outback
pay their railway freights and fares for the
maintenance and working expenses of the
railways. That is all the burden that, in
my opinion, can fairly be put upon the
country people, and if the Government will
go into the matter on these lines, I am
satisfied that they will be able to reduce
the freights very largely, and at the same
time will, in a just and equitable manner,
be making the owners of valuable rent-
producing city properties, that benefit by

thle construction of our railways, pay some-
thing towards the interest and sinking fund
of such railways. As regards thle muotion
and the amendment which are before the
House, I have one duty to perform, and
that is to cast my vote in the direction
which will be of most benefit to the people
who use thle railways. I am firmly con-
vinced thatb by carrying the amendment we
shall gain a ray of hope for the reduction of
railway freights. I have in mind an inter-
jection made by the member for Boulder
(Hon. P. Collier) to-night. That hion. mem-
ber was Minister for Railways in thle late
Government for a considerable period.
His interjection to-night was to the effect
that railway freights should be somewhat
increased in this State. Iam not prepared to
subscribe to that Labour view. Regarding
the motion and the amendment from the
standpoint of obtaining reductions in railway
freights and of doing justice to the people
outback in the agricultural and mining
districts, I feel it my duty to support the
amendment.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [7-47]: The
miember for Leonora in moving the motion
gave the House such a quantity of in-
teresting figures that it is needless for me
to bring forward some statistics which I
had prepared for this debate. The figures
given by the mover show how the outback
man suffers from the increases in railway
freights ;and that suffering is also borne,
though in a lesser degree, by the settlers
in the wheat belt. In another place
yesterday an hon. mnember voiced prac-
tically what was urged at a recent con-
ference of roads boards in Victoria. At
that conference the mayor of East Ballarat,
Councillor Levy, urged-

That the conference affirm the de-
sirability of the adoption of a new scheme
in. relation to State railways which will
include the following -- (a) That interest
on railway loans shall be a national
burden, and not a charge against rcil-
ways ; (b) that railway freights shall
be reduced by an amount equal to the
interest charges so transferred ; (c) that
the revenue raised to meet such interest
shall be raised in a way of mere economic
advantage to the State, practically by
a tax on all unimproved land values
without exemption.
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Councillor -Levy further stated that if the
proposal were adopted freights would be
reduced by two-thirds and rural production
and country industries greatly encouraged.
He said that in New Zealand interest and
sinking fund on railway construction were
paid out of consolidated revenue, and that
the resultant low freights favoured de-
centralisation. Again, he said that New
Zealand even went further and carried
returned empties and seed free for the
primary producer. Councillor Levy pointed
out that the Victorian railways last year
received £2,887,000 in freights while their
interest charge was £1,927,000. The un-
improved land values in Victoria amnounting
to 150 millions sterling, hie pointed out,
the tax on unimproved values would be 3d.'
in the pound. The objection to that
scheme of taxation is, of course, that the
landless classes go free. In mny opinion,
the Premier would be well advised to
go into the matter and see whether such
a scheme of taxation could not be scienti-
fically arranged. There should he some
way out of the difficulty. The man out-
back "'ho pays railway freights is building
up an asset for the State, whereas the
people in the City contribute p~ractically
nothing towards the State.

Mr. Underwood: What rot!
Mr. GRIFFITHS:; The in inber for

Pilbara in his usual classical style breaks
in with a pleasant remark which I shiall
pass by. If Perth were burned down
to-morrow, the City -would Thu re-built in
short order on the backing of the country
districts. But if a wvall were erected
around Perth so as to prevent the product
of the toil of the miner, the timber getter,
and the wheat grower and others in the
back country fromn reaching 'Perth, this
City would speedily revert to a Swan
River Settlement.

Mr. Underwood : Rubbish ! The mniner
pays more freights and higher freights
than the farmer.

Mr. GRIFFITHIS- The hon. m !mber
ought to be more careful before hie inter-
jects- .I msntioned the miner. The re.
marks of the member for Will iam-s- Narrog in
(Mr. E. B. Johnston) hays my endors meat.
If Mr. Short could only be told that he had
not to raise interest and sinking fund
on the capital cost of the railways, but

need only charge for services rendered,
it would be a great relief to him, and the
burden would be more equitably dis-
tributed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [7-53] : I
am of opinion that a rise in railway freights
is absolutely warranted. The rates were
fixed some years ago, since when the cost
of runiining the railways has risen materially.
Wages and cost of fuel-and, indeed,
almost everything connected with the
running of the railways-have increased
very considerably during the last few
years. If the costs of running the railways
increase, the freights mnust be correspond-
ingly increased in order to miake the depart-
ment a paying proposition. The only
way some mnen have of getting into Par-
liamnent is to promise to give the p~eople
everything for nothing and .without any
taxation. Somie men get into Parliament. on
that platform, and have not the ability
to get in on any other. In all seriousness,
however, it must be realised that this
country is two millions to the bad. We
cannot continue to run losing propositions
and allow the deficit to increase, because
the people who are lending us money
will stop lending. We miust get more
payment for the services the Government
render to the people. The railways appear
to ine to be a legitimate business, and one
that certainly should pay its way and also
return some profit to the consolidated
revenue. The member for Williams-Narro-
gin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) as usual made
some very sensible remarks. He tried
to persuade this House that it is owing to
the increase in railway freights that soldiers'
wives have come to live in town..

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is one of the
factors-increase in the cost of Living.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: A picture show
would have infinitely more influence than
railway freights in that respect. I think
members addressing the House should use
arguments which have some semblance of
s ne. I have listened for half an hour
without hearing a word said about anything
but the agricultural areas. Let me point
out that the people living in the suburbs
have to bear a much greater increase in
railway charges than the agriculturists.
Anyone would imagine that the people
in Perth pay no railway freights at all
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but travel free. The suburb in which I
Jive, Leederville, is positively paying the
highest railway fares in the world with
the exception of the district I represent.
Marble Bar and Port Hedland. Yet the
impudent proposal is put forward that
interest and sinking fund on railways should
be paid out of consolidated revenue, the
users of the railways thus getting the
benefit of payments by those who do not
use the railways. Speaking for people
who do not use the railways because they
have no railways, I say it is utterly unfair
to ask the pioneers in the North, in Kim-
berley, Roebourne, and Gascoyne, to pay
interest and sinking fund on railways used
by people living in the South under in-
finitely better conditions. That is I think
the most impudent proposition ever put
before the House. Because a man happens
to be growing a bit of wheat, he mnust
have everything in the world and every-
body in the world must work for him.
On the Marble Bar railway the rate of
freight is 6d. per ton per mile. Here in
the South superphosphate is carried at
Id. per ton per mile, Now it is asserted
that the people of M1arble Bar and in that
district should by taxation pay interest
and sinking fund on the railways in the
southern portions of the State. I repeat,
when the cost of running railways or of
running anything else increases, increased
revenue must be obtained by way of
increased charges. What I complain of
is the unscientific nature of the present
Government scheme. I do not complain
of the rise in freights and fares, but I
do contend it is not in reason that a second
class return ticket from Perth to Leeder-
ville should be increased 63 per cent. in
price. Under such conditions the Govern.
ment are not giving the people of Leeder.
vilte a fair chance. Many other anomalies
exist in the system adopted. If the Coy-
ernment had the business acumen about
which they talk so much, they should
have been able to devise something better
than this. I am convinced that the busi-
ness acumen of the Government is a pure
myth, a thing unknown. The system
adopted by them is on a par with prac.
tically everything they have done and all
the legislation they have introduced. Their
legislation has been the most haphazard
ever submitted to this Chamber. In con-

nction with railway freights, as I sai
on a previou; occasion, they must have
got the office boy in the Railway Depart-
ment to make these increases, and Short
sent them on to the Government, and
the Goverrnent were too busy appointing
a ricultural Royal commissions and fixing
up trips to the East for the Royal Com-
inissioners to go into the matter and pu
it onl a fair basis.-

Mr. Thomson : That is absolutely what
your Government did-accept Short's re-
commendations.

Mr. UNJ)ERWOOD : The lion. member
is absolutely inistaken. Mly Government,
as he calls it, did not accept the recom-
mendations. of the Commissioner for Rail-
ways, but altered them very mater ially.

Mr. Thomnson: The member for Boulder
(Hon. P. Collier) said hie accepted the
responsibility.

Mr. U-NDERWOOD: The member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomnson) is talking with-
out knowledge, which is not unusual with
him. I trust the Government will go into
the matter not altogether with a view of
reducing freights but with a view of putting
the increases on a scientific basis. I con-
tend that the rate charged for stuff carried
over the railways should be such as will
pay for the carriage, whether the stuff be
super phosphate or anything else. I hope
some better system of increases will be
submitted, though not with the idea of
decreasing the revenue from the railways.

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) [7-59]: 1 was very
pleased to hear the Premier express some
consideration for the feeling of the people
in regard to the increase in railway freights.
Had it not been for the promise of the
'Premier, it would have been my bounden
duty to vote with the mover. I think
we are all indebted to the member for
Leonora for bringing this subject forward.
It is the first occasion we have had of deal-
ing with the ma tter as it sho uld be dealt withl.
I do not quite agree with the hon. member
when he says that there was almost a
demand by the public for increased railway
rates.

Mr. Underwood: I said generally a
commonsense decnand.

Mr. NAIRtN: However, I can agree
with him that the cost of railway running
i n this State has been considerably increased
during the last few years. But the hen.
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member must have forgotten that the
first increase of fares and rates was intended
to, and indeed did almost completely,
make up for whatever extra cost was
incurred. So this new increase stands
alone and cannot possibly be justified on
the score of increased cost. I believe the
Government were forced by absolute neces-
sity to again increase the fares and rates.
Hut I protest against the illogical attitude
taken up by those in responsible positions.
It has becn said this evening that in many
instanccs fares have been increased by as
much as 66 per cent. Obviously it is% an
absurd increase. I think the reason for it
can be eansily traced. The Commissioner
in his lack of wisdom, which is not unusual
coming from him, decided that every fare
should be increased, whether single or
return, quite regardless of the original price
of the ticket, and equally regardless of the
distance travelled, It mneant in effect that
a penny each journey was put on to a three-
penny return ticket, and so we had an in-
crease of 2d, on 3d. ; whereas on a single
journey costing Gd., only Id. was added,
showing a marked discrepancy in the percent.
age of increase, It is obviously unfair that
on a suburban fare I d. should be charged,
regardless of the value of the ticket. In
respect of suburban and outer-suburban
railway fares, it is an almostL universal
principle to encourage the people to use
the railways and Jive on the outskirts
of a City. The first means, of thus en-
couraging the people is to reduce the
railway fares, in order that they may be
induced to live in the outer-suburban parts
for health and other obvious reasons. But
our railway Commissioner has entirely
reversed the principle, and by this ridiculous
system of discrimination against outlying
parts is forcing the people to Jive in con-
gested areas. The principle is wrong, and it
is for us to use what influence we have to
urge its corrcction. Coming to the question
of rates, I am pleased to say that the
electorate which I represent is not con-
siderably affected by the increase; but
the principle on which the increase in
railway rates has been based is equally
absurd with that underlying the increased
railway fares, No intelligent person with
any consideration for the financial position
of the State can object to an increase in
railway fares and rates, but we do expect

that the Government should show some
regard for the outlying people who are
to-day penalised through no fault of their
own. I have in miind at present theo
people of the gold-mining areas. I can
easily understand how thoroughly con-
vinced are they of their unjust treatment.
Whatever loss there may be on the railway
system, it has not been contributed to by
the people of the goldfields. Th LJof us
engaged in business enter prises realise
that if it had not been for the stability
of our goldfields and the- ready cash they
have put into circulation, most of the
businesses down here would have been
very seriously affected. It is safe to say
that there is not a goldfields main ]ine
in tho State which is not paying fairly
handsomely. The actual figures are denied
to us, but we know enough to conclude
that the mining centres. are virtually
keeping the railway systemn going. Why,
therefore, should the people living in
those remote parts be comipelled to carry
practically the whole of the extra charge
on the railways, which has been brought
about by a variety of reasons ? Because we
have a shortage of wheat in one part of
the State and of timber in another, the
railway revenue has fallen ; b the mining
areas have not in any way contributed to
that condition of affairs, notwithstanding
which they are asked to carry almost the
whole of the burden. It is altogether wrong.
Coming to the question of food-stuffs,
we find that it is here the impost is falling
most heavily and unfairly. The leader of
the Opposition said it was unwise to offer
any remarks on a question of such im-
portance unless one was prepared with
some solution of the problem. I do not
know that the hon. member offered us5
much of a solution. Tie suggested an
unimproved land tax, but I do not think
such a suggestion is within the region of
practical politics. At all events, it has
no bearing on the question. Since the
financial position of the Railways has been
brought about by a condition of affairs
over which we have no control it would
be only fair and equitable if a surcharge
of so much per ton was imposed on every
ton of material carried over the railways.
In the Commissioner's annual report I find
that something like 2,482,000 tons of goods
were carried over the railways during last
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year. To impose a smrcharge of Gd. per
ton on that freight would bring in a revenue
of £62,000. 1 do not mean that it would be
possible to impose a surcharge on every
commodity, but a basis could be established
upon which every industry could carry
something in the nature of a surcharge.

Mr. Collier : It would be difficult to
arrange, because a large proportion of that
tonnage is made up r-f small quantities.

Mr. NAIRN: No, these figures deal
with larger consignments, such as coal,
coke, charcoal, ores, and other minerals,
wool, hay, straw, chaff, and wvheat. This
brings mue to this point ;I venture to say
that the producer of wheat would receive
very much greater benefit by an abolition
of the present additional charge on the
commodities he. requires. anl the irn*
position of a surcharge of 6d. per ton.

Hon. W. C. Angwin :You are on for-
bidden ground now.

Mr. NAIRN: In my opinion it would
have been much more rea'onable, to en-
deavour to equitably distribute this tem-
porary disability over the whole of the
people. Probably one-third of the people
of the State are living in the metropolitan
area ;yet not one of those people has to
pay a fraction towards making good the less
of thle Railway Department. Even if they
bring their produce from Fremantle to
Perth by railway they pay only 4s. 6d. per
ton. Moreover, a very considerable pro-
portion of the goods imported into the
State do not touch the railways before
leaving Perth for the interior. They come
up the Swan River. This means that
practically the whole of the people of the
metropolitan area entirely escape contri-
bution to the railways.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The goods come
up the river because they then pay smaller
harbour dues.

Mr. NAIRN: We should endeavour
to distribute the railway less over the
whole of the people. The people living
in the remote parts of the State are prac-
tically carrying the whole of the burden.
The outlying parts of the State have been
keeping thie metropolitan area going at top
speed, and yet it is thle people of these
i-emote districts who are required to carry
the loss on the railways. The metropolitan
area should contribute to this by a sur-

charge on all goods passing throughythe
City. The goods distributed from the
metropolitan area are to all intents and
purposes untouched until they arrive at
their destination. I intend to vote for the
amendment. I wvill do this, not because I
am satisfied that the mover of the motion
is not quite right in his contention, but
since the Premier has given us his promise
I fuel sure that he will make an honest en-
deavour to fulfil it.

Mr. HOLIMAN" (Murchison) [8- 151): I
desire to make a strong pretest against
the imposition of any further burdens
upon the people outback. The people of
Meekeatharra bear a heavier burden under
these railway rate increases than the people
in any other part of the State. I was von,
pleased to hear the last speaker (Mr. Nairn)
say a word on behalf of those people out-
back. The increased railway freigh' s en
goods in the ease of Meekatharre, works
out at 13s. 2d., first class 20s., second class,
and 24s. 9d., third class, while the rates
in the metropolitan area are about 4a.
6d. or s. per ton. But not only the people
of Meekatharra, have to be considered in
this ma~tter, for there are the residents of
places farther out, such as Wiluna, where,
after the goods have reached the end of the
railway system, they have to be carted
another 150 miles per team. Then again,
there are such places as Peak Hill, Mt.
Egorton and other centres, whore the
people have to bear greater burdens oven
than do the people of 'Mokatharra. That
condition of affairs obtains over every
part of the outback portions of this State,
and unless some relief be given, those
people will be driven from the places in
which they at present live. The mining
returns show that the gold yield has been
falling, and the reason for it is that the
people in the outback parts cannot exist
under present conditions. No only have
they to bear heavy costs in the way of
railway freights, but every other form~of
taxation is also borne by them. Forlin-
stance, in connection with the income tax,
the man who is engaged in prospecting
often finds, when he comes to pay his in-
come tax, that, although he has spent
more than he has actually received during
the year, he is called upon to pay a heavy
income tax. An instance of this comest,
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my maind. A man who is in receipt of an
incomeo from otie mine, and who pays the
Whole Of the money03 so received, and mnuch
more, into prospecting ventures, founad
when he sent in his taxation returns, that
ho had to pay £30 income tax, although he
had not roceived a single peflfl3 profit
during the year, nor, for that miatter,
during the past two years. He is engaged
prospecting thle hack country and that
has cost him thousands of pounds. Every-
thing hie has has been expended in the
opening up of the country. In comparison,
the peopie of tho mletropolitan area have
not had an impost placed upon themn at all.
The Premier has promised that lie will
give consideration to this matter, but I
am satisfied that that -was an evasive reply.
The promise made by the Premier is only
a temporary method of getting over the
present difficulty. I ami satisfied that,
when the Government get into recess,
this promise will be held over until next
session and that nothing more will be heard
of it in the meantime. I assert that the
people outback have not received any con-
sideration at all- Promises have been
made, and one made by the Minister for
Mines is, I believe, :o he given effect next
month, when a conference will be held.
I trust that the conference will do some good.
Not only in the matter of high railway
charges are the peoplo outback suffering an
impost, but in many places they cannot
even get schools for the education of their
children, and in regard to water supplies,
instead of their paying Is. per thousand
gallons, as in the metropolitan area, the
people of Meekatharra have to pay as high
as 10a. per thousand. The people of the
metropolitan area do not give any con-
sidcration at all to the conditions under
which the people outback live. It is
rarely indeed that in this House a member
on the Ministerial side is heard to say a
word on behalf of the people outback. I
trust these people will. get the conideration
which they deserve, because if they do not,
I fear that, in the near future, many of
them will be forced to leave the places where
they now reside and remove to other parts
where they will be able to exist. They are
the people who have made this country
what it is and we should not impose extra
taxation upon them. I am sorry that the
Commissioner of Railways did not give this

question greater consideration before the
freights were increased. We have heard
sarcastic remarks that this railway rates
increase is the work of an office boy, but I
do not think even an office boy would per-
petrate such a mistake.

Mr. Thoion: That is what we are pay-
ing him £-2,000 a year for.

Mr. HOLMIAN:; Yes, and I do not think
we are getting a fair return for our money.
I thin-k the matter should have further
consideration and there is another aspect-
the railway service to outback centres.
In most places they have only two trains
per week and ire can easily realise the
amount of the losses, particularly in perish.
able goods, which occur in a 600 miles
railwayjuny I trust that thle promise
made by the Premier will not be an empty
one, such as many which have been made
in the past by Ministers.

Mr. Thomson : By your party, too?
Mr. HOLMAN: No, our p~romises were

always kept. I repeat that, unless some-
thing is done in the very near future to
relieve these people, the gold yield, which
has fallen away to the tune of 20,000 ounces
per month, during the past two years, will
fall still more in the future. It is the duty
of this House to consider what would he
the position. of Western Australia if our
gold yield were to fall very much lower,
and to avoid that it is our duty to en-
courage people to go outback, so that new
mineral country mnay be developed.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) (8-24]: I
admit at the outset I recognise that the
railways must. be made to pay. At times
I have considered myself extreme, and that
the views I held bordered almost on
socialism hobt I find I have to go to the
Country party to find Herod out-heroded.
They arc communists. They require that
the railway system shall be nationalised,
advocating seine nebulous scheme such
as has never been even outlined by me
in may wildest dreams, a systemn under
which everyone is to be charged alike,
or rather that nio one is to be charged at
all, and the people as a whole will make
up the immense deficit which must arise
as a consequence. But we are not told
how this is to be done. Advanced as I
have prided myself on being, I cannot sub.
scribe to such communistic views even
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though they would benefit my own elec-
torate considerably.

Air. Carpenter: What about the unim-
proved land values tax?

Mir. GREEN : The land tax does not
come within the purview of the motion
before the Chair, but I do recognise that
one of the main reasons why our railways
are not paying is that nine-tenths of the
farming land along our railways is not
put into cultivation. And I realise, too,
that a tax on unimproved values would
make a difference. I do complain, how-
ever, about the lack of equality in the
treatment of industries, In answer to
questions a few weeks ago the Minister
replied that it was anticipated the revenue
during the remainder of the financuial year
from the increased railway freights would be
£33,000. It would be much larger for the
full 12 months-somewhere in the vicinity
of £40,000. Which serves to remind me
that there has been a loss of £40,000 in a
certain direction, and that that £40,000
has been lost to the railway revenue through
the decreased charges for the carriage of
superphosphate. That is to say, super-
phosphate is being carried at the rate of one
farthing per ton per mile, which is being
paid by the farmer, and the rest of the
community are paying another three far-
things. With conditions such as these the
railways can never be expected to pay.
Superphosphate should pay precisely what
it costs to transport it. The member for
Murchison has pointed out that in the
case of Mleekatharra, which I admit is anl
extreme case, the people pay through the
nose, primarily bccause other people do
not pay for services received. In Kal-
goorlie the prices of certain mining requisites
have risen since the outbreak of war. We
find that zinc, which cost £2 10s. before the
war, now costs £9 per cwt. The freight
on zinc has gone up since 1914 from £4
18s. 4d. to £6f s. 3d. per ton. Cyanide
sodium, which is another mining requisite,
has increased in cost from £10 to £14 10s.
per ton; and the freight increase on cyanide
sodium since 1914 is from £4 18s. 4d. to
£6 3s. 3d. per ton. Fracteur before the
war cost £2 3s. 9d. per case ; the
present price is £3, and the freight on
fracteur has gone up from £7 19s. 10d.
to £10 per ton. As against these rates,
were Kalgoorlie fortunate enough to be a

grain railing centre, we would have to pay
instead of £6 3s. 3d. only 27s. to send our
grain to the coast ;or if we were buying
super. from the coast, instead of paying
£10 per ton, as in the case of fracteur, we
should pay 7s. 91d.

Mr. Thomson :You are quoting minimum
rates only.

Mir. GREEN :That is so but the lowest
freight on mining requisites from the
fieldq is £6 3s. 3d.

Mr. Thomson :Fracteur is not a necessity.
Air. GREEN :it is just as much a

necessity for mining as super is for agricul-
ture. Zinc is just as necessary for the
mining industry as sulper for the farming
industry, and it is astounding that any
Government should make such a dis-
crimination between the two. The gold
mining industry is responsible to a large
extent for the present position of the
farning industry, and the farming industry
is in a paramount position at the present
time. Can anyone imagine the Minister
for Railways proposing that on super.
carried 375 miles the charge should be
7s. 91d., while the minimumn charge for
requisites for the gold mining industry
should be £0 3s. 3d. ? I would like to
say that the fanning representatives
would be well advised not to ask
for a further decrease of the rates, It
is tip to the Government to see that there
is an equitable distribution of railway rates
as far as all the industries are concerned.
The present rates are having a harmful
effect on the mining industry. The farming
industry is in a nuch better position if we,
take the increase in production. In 1907
the production of wheat for this State
was 24 million bushels; in 1916 it was
184 million bushels. That is to say, it
increased 700 per cent. On the other
hand, the great gold mining industry
in 1907 produced -if million pounds worth
of gold, while last year the production
was worth only 4j millions.

Air. Harrison : That is not the result of
railway freights.

Mr. GREEN : It has a great bearing on
it, when we consider there is no other
industry in Australia to which the researches
of science have been applied to the same
extent. All the best brains of Australia
have given the greatest thou ;ht to it, and
at the present time on the goldfields every-
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thin ;is being done to r-Aucc the cost of
production to the lowes, possible fraction
commensurate with the wages paid, and
I might remnark incident illy that the g-Old
minte is worse off to-d y than he was 16
- cars ago, because to-day he is working
iAta greater depth where the conditions are
ton times worse then they were previously.
Moreover, the price of living commodities has
considerably increased, not only because of
the war, but on account of the added rail-

w.y freights. I do not wish to labour
this subject. There has been a good deal
said upon it, but I consider the time has
arrived when we should deal with the
railway freights in such a way that they
should not prove a burden, Of course
the railways must he made to pay, but it
is not fair that one great industry should
have to carry a greater burden than another.
E very year mnany mines are being closed
down and if the railways are to be used
with the object of helping industries, we
should do our best not to make the
freights press heavily on the mining in-
dustry.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
J. Mitchell-Northain) [8- 35]: 1 have
listened to the discussion with considerable
interest, and ono would imagine that the
increased freights had placed an enormous
burden on the indus~ries of the State. I
quite agree that something might be done
to adjust the freights. The increases may
be pressing heavily on a section of the
community, but I think that the freights
over long distances compare more than
favourably with thema over shorter dis-
tances. The 10 per cent. increase was
brought into existence under the zone
systemn. When we put on freights it is
done in that way. Of coarse anomalies
are bound to arise. If this increase of 10
per cent. had been enforced over the whole
of the first six months of the financial
year, the tote I amount it would have
raised would not have been more than
£14,920. The total freights received from
the three classes increased. is £149,000 as
against £185,000 last year. When I listenx
ed to the speeches of hon. members T almost
felt we were doing something that would
wipe out our great industries. I admit
the railways should be used to help the
industries, but it must not be forgotten
that they have to be made to pay. I would

like the agricultural members to realise
that, whilst. the increase would amount to
£14,920 for six m-onthis, the reduction in the
fertiliser freights added to that in connection
with the terminal charges was something liket
£E58,000. It is suggested that we should put
an averageo rate per ton on all goods carried.
I have not had an opportunity of working
that out, but so far as the agriculturists
are concerned, it would cost them twice as
much as it does at present under the 10 per
cent. increase.

Mr. Thomson : You are wrong there.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

They would have a million tons of produce
to carry this year, and at 6d. per ton it
would be £25,000 or nearly as much as we
would get from the whole state from the
10 per cent. increase. I want lion. mem-
bers to realise how small this 10 per cent.
increase is, and how rapidly freights are
decreasing, It is to be remembered that
the timber trade has practically gone, and
that condition of things is likely to continue
Until tihe war ends. Year by year, as tine
last Premier remarked during the middle of
last year, the trouble with the railways will
become more acute, and the revenue will
become less. I need not say much more
about this matter to-night, but I would
like lion. members to treat the position
reasonably. Something has to be done to
meet this £144,000 which we have gene to
the bad during the past six months. We
have to pay our way, but the railways are
bound to mnake a loss, no matter -what we
do, unatil the war is over. I1 do not think
the small increase should be objected to.
The method of collecting it has been ob-
jected to, and the Premier has promised
that it will be looked into.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [8-40]: 1
desire briefly to reply to the member for
Murchison (Mr. Heiman) who said that I
was easily gulled. I may be gulled some-
times, but when the Premier makes a slate-
ment that he is going to consider this
question, I, as a supporter of that Govern-
ment, have to accept that statement, and
I think the remarks made by the member
for Murchisen were somewhat uncalled for,
so far as I am concerned.

Mr Holman. You have been asking for
themn for a long time.

Mr. THOMSON: If I offer a retort to
the hion. gentleman I will do~sa in a gentle-

2124



[7 MARCH, 1917.] 28

manly manner. With regard to the increase
I am somewhat surprised at the figures the
Minister has quoted, but there is one ques-
tion which has been lost sight of, and it is
that if we are dealing with the flat rate,
bearing out the arguments used by the
Opposition, and also on this side of the
House, then a flat rate of 6id. per ton would
be more equitable than the 10 per cent.
increase. The system might easily be
adopted and when the railways return to
their normal paying condition, it will be a
simple matter to say that we shall drop
the 6d. charge. There has been somue com-
ment on the increased fares in the sub-
urban areas, and I must say that they were
imposed in an unscientific way. I would
draw attention to one of the reports of the
Commissioner for Railways when hie made
this statement -

At the time when yevenue is required,
why does the railway department pick
out the agricultural industry and make
it pay 80 per cent. of the increased charges
when it is admitted in the Commissioner's
own report that for every passenger train
mile the department is losing is. plus Is.
9d. sinking fund.

I drew the attention of the House to the
difference in the charges made, something
like I s, I d. for 12 miles hero and Isa. IlOd. in
the country districts, and I agree with
hon. members opposite if we are going to
develop this country we want to give these
who live inland as nearly as possible tile
same facilities as those which are enjoyed
by the people living in the metropolitan
area. Thle member for Kalgoorlie has
touched upon a question dealing with zinc
and other materials which are required for
the goldfields. If it is necessary that these
requirements for the mining industry should
be carried at a cheap rate on the railways
I trust that the matter will be brought
before the Minister, and that he will give it
favourable consideration. The gold mining
industry is entitled to as much consideration
as the agricultural industry, and I have
always given it my support. I support,
the amendment which has been moved by
the leader of the Country Party, and accept
the Premier's statement that the railway
freights will be reconsidered during the
recess.

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Leonora-in reply)
[8-46]: 1 hay never had so many bouquets

[80]

thrown at me since I have been a membre
of this Chamber. There is evidently some-
thing in what I have said which strikes
a chord in the heart of every member.
With regard to the arguments used in
support of the amendment, I say in all
sincerity that if the Government do some-
thing in the direction stated I1 believe every
member of this Chamber will be satisfied.
We do not care how it is brought about
so long as it is brought about. if, how-
ever, the Government come back after
recess having done nothing, I say that the
criticisms which have been levelled at
them to-day will be fully justified. Their
position will be very warm for a few hours
at any rate. A statementb has been made
by the leader of the Country party that
all our railways should be nationalised.
I would point out that every railway in
the State but one is nationalised. I do
niot know whether the Country party are
going to purchase the Midland railway
line, or whether the present Government
are intending to sell the railways. At any
rate if that were the intention of the Govern-
ment I think the House would be absolutely
against it. The member for York, backed
up by the Leader of the Country party,
said something about the nationalisation
of railways, that the lpeople should be given
every facility on the railways and that a6
tax should be obtained from the unim-
Proved land values. Every time these hon.
members have had an opportunity of voting
in the direction of supporting a land values
taxation without uxumptien they have
voted against it. They have voted in a
direction diametrically opposed to a tax
on unimproved land values. The member
for Murchison (Mr. Holman) put up a
good case for the furthermost point of our
railways. He showed conclusively that
the outback districts are handicapped.
If the Premier can influence the Govern-
went to rehandicap, as it were, the State
and put the outback districts on a better
mark and on a fair handicap, I am sure
he will meet the wishes of this House.
I am glad to find that most of the debate
has consisted of solid arguments, to the
effect that the Government during recess
must do something, and if that is not done
the duty of every member, whether sup-
porting the amendment or the motion, is
to send the Government back to the Coun-

21F55



2186 [ASSEMBLY.]

try. I am not going to offer much oppo-
sition to the amendment because if some-
thing in this direction is done, what I set
out to accomplish will be made manifest
and that is all I ask for.

Amendment put and passed.
Question as amended put and passed.

MOTION-REPATRIATION SCHEME.
Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [8,50]:

I move-

That in the opinion of this House, the
Government should at once submit to the
House its proposals for settling returned
soldiers upon the land, giving full par-
ticulars as to-(1) The sum at its disposal
for such purpose; (2) The areas upon which
such settlement is intended ; (3) The
localities in which such areas are situated;
(4) When such land wilt be available for
settlement; (5) Th6 maximum sum of
money to be allowed in respect of each
settler :(6) The terms and conditions upon
which sue/I advances -;ill be made.

I noticed one day last week that a speaker
at a military meeting expressed very strong
disgust because no action had been taken
by this House with reference to the settle-
ment of returned and discharged soldiers
upon. the land. The speaker was evidently
not aware that the House and myself
particularly by this motion, which has
been upon the notice paper for several
weeks, were asking the Government to
make some pronouncement as to their
intention upon this very important matter.
It has been mentioned to myself and other
hon. members again and again, and we
have been told, when the Government have
condescended to make any response, that
they were considering measures and that
they did intend to do something, and at
last we were informed that the amending
Land Bill would reveal what they intended
to do. Now that we have a declaration
in black and white of what the Government
propose, I can only say that I am extremely
disappointed, and consider that their pro-
posals so far as we have them are entirely
inadequate. So far as the question of
making this provision for our returned
soldiers is concerned, I amn quite sure that
every member of the House, and indeed
every Minister, will regard the subject with

sympathy, but what I am most afraid of is
that history will repeat itself, and that after
the fighting is over and the danger is past
we shall forget how much we owe to those
who have risked their lives, many of
whom have made the supreme sacrifice.
If we want to deal with the question
thoroughly and adequately, as it deserves
to be dealt With, there is no time like the
present for doing so, when we are all fully
alive to the value of the work these men
are doing, and have, therefore, a higher
appreciation of what our duty is to them
in return. We have been told by the
Minister for Lands that the Government
propose to set apart certain Crown lands,
to make grants to discharged or returned
soldiers under the existing Land Act.
I need not waste any time by telling the
House that they propose nothing new in
that direction, because that is something
that the Government could have done
months ago, something which did not need
to be restated in the amending Land Bill
introduced by the Minister for Lands
yesterday. The only new proposition of
which the Minister informed the House was
that the C overnment proposed to deal with
the whole subject by regulation under the
existing land laws, and that the scheme
which they proposed to put into operation
included the making of certain improve-
ments upon the land before it was thrown
open for occupation by returned soldiers.
This summarises all that we know of the
Government's intentions. In view of what
is being done elsewhere, that is not treating
the House fairly.

The Premier: What is being done
elsewhere ?

Mr. CARPENTER: I will tell the
Premier directly. In view of what is
being done elsewhere it is not fair either
to the soldiers, or to the State, or to the
House, if the Government go into recess,
as they wish to do, in a day or two, leaving
a question of this magnitude-for it will
become a very big questioni as time goes
on-to be dealt with by regulation under
existing land legislation without having
something more special, more particular,
more favourable, on behalf of the returned
soldier. The Premier asked what is being
done elsewhere.
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Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Mlin-
ister): Well, what is being done else-
where

Mr. CARPENTER: I hold in my hand
a measure passed by the Queensland Par-
liament about a month ago. I have re-
ferred to this measure previously.

The Premier: XWhat have the Queensland
Government done ?

Mr. CARPENTER: I will inform the
Premier if hie will listen. Instead of simply
telling Che returned soldier that he is free
to apply for a block of land uinder the
existing laws of the State, the Queens.
land Act makes the following provision-

It shall not be necessary for a dis-
charged soldier who applies for such
selection to deposit with his application
any amount, or sum by way of rent or
instalment of survey foes, but such appli-
cation shall be accompanied by the ap-
plicant's military discharge or other evi-
dence of his qualification as a retuirned
soldier.

I ask the Minister for Lands to note that one
point as something more liberal than any-
thing the present Government of this State
have conceived, so far as we are aware. If
they are going to do as the Minister for
Lands tells us-act under the existing land
laws and do everythiing by regulation,-
Western Australia is going to fall woefully
short of what is being dono in Queensland
in that one particular ; that is to say, the
payment of money down before the re-
turned soldier can become the holder of a
piece of land. Here is a second liberal
proviso which I wish our Government to
consider-

During the first three years of the term
the annual rent shall be a peppercorn
if demanded.
The Minister for Railways: Five years are

allowed here.
Mr. CARPENTER: Let me continue. I

have read only a part.
The Premier: But it is not so good as

what we offer here.
Mir. CARPENTER: The Queensland Act

continues-
After the expiration of the flrst three
years of the term the prescribed survey
fees shall be paid in ten equal annual
instalments.
Hen. J. D. Connelly (Honorary Minister):

Ours are to be paid in 30 years.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Act proceeds-
From the fourth year to the fifteenth,
both inclusive, of the term, the annual
rent .hall be a sum equial to £1 109. per
centers of multiplied capital value.

What are we going to charge?
The Premier : We are going to give free

homestead farms.
Mr. CARPENTER: We arc going to

charge £3 10s. per caeru.
The Minister for Lands : That is for im-

provements.
Mr. CARPENTER: But the Govern-

ment of Western Australia intend to make
the returned soldier put down a lump sum
first of all.

The Minister for Lands : No. Nothing at
all.

Mr. CARPENTER: Under the existing
law the Government must do so.

The Minister for Lands: No; we must
not.

Mr. CARPENTER: That is where we are
at a loss, because the Government say they
are going to do it all by regulation. They
will not tell us what they are going to do.

The Premier: You have studied the
Queensland Act, but you have not studied
the laws of your own State.

Air. CARPENTER: The Queensland
measure further says-

Provided the Minister may remit
wholly or in part, and for such period as
hoe thinks fit, any such rent, or may post-
pone for such time as he thinks fit the due
date for the payment of any such rent.

Are our Government going to do that?
The Minister for Lands: Five years are

allowed under our Act.
Mr. CARPENTER: This amuses me.

Here we have the Government telling us in
cold blood that they are going to give the
returned soldier the opportunity of taking
up land en the sme termsi as any Tom,
Dick, or Harry that comes along . And
this, they say, is going to be previ.-ion for
the returned soldier.

The Minister for Lands : It proves that
our present land laws are more liberal than
the soldiers land laws in Queensland ; and
yet you do not know it.

Hen. W. D). Johnson: But the Queens-
land land is a different kind of land from
ours. The Queensland land is better.

The Minister for Lands: Have you been
in Queensland
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Hon. WV. D). Johnson : No; but it is
generally known

Mr. CARPENTER: The point is that the
Government have secured half a mitlion
sterling from the Commonwealth to make
speciat provision for returned sotdiers. 1
make bold to say that when that money was
handed over-if it has been handed over-
it was not done with any intention on thle
part of the Conumonwealth that the
Government of Western Austreiha should
use that money Fimply for the purpose
of assisting ordinary land setttement in
the ordinary way. The money was given
for the purpose of waking specially favour-
able provision for the returned soldier.
If the Government arc simply going to
put the half-million into the Agricultural
Bank or somne kindred institution, saying
" We now have this money instead of
having to borrow new capital, and we
are going to carry on land settlement with
it in accordance with the existing law,"
I say the Governument will not be doing
what the Commonwealth intended should
be doac, and that they will not be doing
what the House and this country expect
them to do.

The Premier: You are drawing upon
your imagination.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am bound to do
that, because I have no information.

The Premier: You have the statement I
made on my return from the Premiers'
Conference.

Mr. CARPENTER: All I have is thle
statement of tho Minister for Lands, made
on the Land Act Amendment Bill and
backed up by applause, that the Govern-
ment were going to do the whole thing by
regutation under the existing law.

Mr. Munsie: We have the statement of
the Minister for Railways that there is no
scheme.

The Minister for Railways: No ;you
have not.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Government
may be contemplating something. For
aught I know, they may have something
in their minds as liberal as the provision
made by any other State. But what my
motion asks is that the Government should
submit their proposals to the House and
give us a chance of making any suggestion
we think worth making, or at least to give
us the satisfaction of knowing that soe.

thing special is to be done for the returned
soldier. We are meeting returned soldiers
every day who ask " When are you going
to throw open thle land for the iren who
have to come back ? " I do not contend
that there will be a large proportion of
returned soldiers desirous of taking up land.
Certainty, the returned soldier will not
be vecry eager to go on the land if lie knows
that he is simhply to come along like any-
body else and get land onl the same terms
as a man who has not been to the war.
Seeing that we have many soldiers back
already, and a considerable number of
then, looking for new positions-I refer
to men who cannot follow the occupations
they followed before the war-it is almost
a scandal that the Government have not
long before this told the House and the
country and the returned soldier the terms
and conditions upon which he can secure
land and the special consideration which
is to be offered to him in return for the
work he has done for his country. I would
be quite satisfied if the Covernmnent would
say honestly, 'We have not yet perfected
out scheme " ;then we would know where
we are. But I do object to their putting
something into an amending Bill which
amounts to nothing at all, which is simply
a declaration that they will do something
which they could have done without that
declaration, something wvhich the existing
law gives them power to do, while at the
same time they avoid the very duty which
was cast upon them when they secured
that money from the Commonwealth for
the special purpose of extending the most
special consideration to the returned soldier.
So far as we can gather from the very
meagre information furnished by the M1in-
ister for Lands, the Government schenme is
to be confined to Crown lands. We are
informed that for the present the Govern-
ment's proposal is confined to land in
the South-West. I amr quite prepared to
admit that in the South-West there are
lands suitable for the purpose, but we
must not forget that the South-West
contains heavily timbered lands which
have been occupied for years by men trying
to mae a living upon them in the ordinary
way.

Mr. Thomas : They are alt successful.
iMr. CARPENTER: Sonme of them are

not.
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*Mr. Thomas: There are very few ex-
ceptions.

Mr. CARPENTER: With assistance
from the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. Thomas:± The South-Western settlers
have had less assistance from the Agricul-
tural Bank than the settlers in any other
part of Western Australia.

Mr. CARPENTER: Unfortunately, some
of them have had too much assistance.

Mr. Thomas: Not in the South-West.
Mr. CARPENTER : I do not make the

least objection to returned soldiers being
settled in the South-West ; but there
are other parts of the State equally favour-
able for their settlement and much nearer
to a market. In those 1)arts small blocks
can be cut up and the men set to work
immediately at clearing. In those parts
they will not have to wait so long as else-
where for some return for their work. If
the Minister will be gracious enough to
give the information, I would like to know
just what improvements he proposes to make
upon the land. We have no interpre-
tation whatever of the word " improve-
ments " as the Minister uses it. While I
have gathered from him in a private con-
versation that he proposes to clear a portion
of the land, to fence some of the land, and
to erect a dwelling upon it-

Mr. Thomas: That is my scheme.
Mr. CARPENTER: It is none the worse

for that. While we have that declaration
from the Minister, we must go further.
If we are to give the returned soldier a
chance to make a livelihood, we shall
have to give him something more than
the land, with portion of it cleared, and
a house to live in. He will need something
in the way of stock if he is going in for
pig raising, for example. He must be
furnished i4th everything he requires to
give him a fair start. I repeat, I believe
this was the intention of the Commonwealth
when they handed over that money to the
Government.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister):
What money did they hand over?

Mr. CARPENTER: The Government
were going to get half a million. Whether
they got it or not, I cannot say. At any
rate, the Government have received or
are to receive half a million.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier
told you about that a month ago. He

gave the House full particulars with regard
to the matter.

Mr. CARPENTER: Full particulars
of what ? We have had no particulars
at all. We simply had a statement that
they were getting half a million of money
and proposed to spend it under the existing
Land Act, wi4th certain amendments, and
to deal with the whole thing by regulation.
The objection I. take is that they have not
given the House an opportunity of con-
sidering their proposals. On many details
we have a right to express opinions, and
offer suggestions. I do not want men to
go on the land and spend the money granted
to them, and then leave the land in disgust
and so cause a loss. Unless we have some
well-devised scheme wve cannot express any
opinion upon it, so I have moved this
motion, not because I pose as an expert
on land settlement, but because I am
meeting every day men who want to know
what is being done, and I cannot tell
them. I ask the Minister now to take the
House into his confidence and tell us all
about the scheme.

The Minister for Industries : You would
not be bothering about it if it were not that
there are some soldiers at Fremantle.

Mr. CARPENTER: That is worthy of
the hon. memnber. It is not a question of
Fremantle with me. If it was I would be
inclined, not to have the soldiers put on the
]and at all, but to have then, kept in Fre-
mantle. I ask that the Minister for Lands,
who is of broader mind and bigger heart
than his colleague-

The Premier: I can assure the hon. mem-
her that both -Ministers have big hearts and
broad minds.

Mr. CARPENTER: All I ask is that the
Minister for Lands, with his breadth of view
and smpathetic heart, shall be allowed to
tell the House something of what is pro-
posed to be done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy-Moere) [9-171: The hon. mem-
ber has dealt more particularly with the
question of the setil ement of returned
soldiers. He has told the House that in
other States special laws dealing with this
question have been passed, and he asks
why we are not doing this here. The
reason is because we have all the machinery
already available under the Land Act, in
conjunction with the amendments I have
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brought down to the House. The hon.
member knows that our land laws are the
most liberal in the world. In some of the
other States it was necessary to pass special
Acts to deal with the question of returned
soldiers, because they had not power under
their existing laws. The hon. memiber
lays emphasis on the fact that the returned
soldier is to be given the land free of rent
for a certain number of years. If the Bill
becomes law the returned soldier will be
able to get his land free of rent for five
years, and wvill get 160 acres for nothing,
together with an advance of money to im-
prove the land, for which he will be charged
3j per cent, interest for the first year,
rising by annual instalments to the rate,
whatever it is, that was paid for the money
-somethiing like 5j per cent.

Mr. Carpenter : Anybody can get all
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No;
the lion, member could not have heard
what the Premier told the House on his
return from Melbourne. The Premier stated
that £500,000 had been allotted to Western
Australia for the purpose of settling returned
sokiers. This money cannot be used for
any other purpose, and it must be accounted
for to a board in Melbourne.

Mir. Carpenter : Will any portion of that
money be in addition to what he can get
from the Agricultural Bank ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
that will be the first amount. The Agri-
cultural Bank can advance in addition to
this money, provided the Hank gets its
security.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The bank cannot
advance for the same purpose, because
there is only the one security.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
bon. member has told the House that he
has met numbers of men anxious to go on
the land, and who did not know how to
get there. I have not had one returned
soldier come to me to know how he can
secure land.

Mr. Carpenter: They are waiting to hear
all about your scheme.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
may be some soldiers anxious to get land
in the neighbourhood of the City, where
perhaps there is no Crown land available.
Generally speaking, these men have not
arrived here yet. This matter cannot be

fixed up in a minute. It would be very
unwise to rush such a question. We require
to see the men placed on land where they
can do some good, and for that purpose we
have surveyors selecting land in the South-
west for the settlement of returned soldiers.
The House will recognise that the South-
wvest is more suitable country for the re-
turned soldiers than are the outlying
eastern wheat areas. The South-west will
be more congenial to them, and we will be
able to place them there in communities,
where they will not feel that they are
isolated.

Hion. P. Collier: And where they can sit
round the camp fires and fight their battles
o'er again.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
what we desire.

Mr. Lambert: They will fight their
battles o'er again when they get up against
the timber of the South-west..

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We must
not be afraid of the timber if we are going
to settle this country. The South-west is
eminently suitable for mixed fanning and.
dairying. The Minister for Industries is
working with me in this matter, and will
have the control of this fund through the
Agricultural Bank. The money will not
all be placed to the credit of the State at
once, but ws it is required it will be drawn
and will go to the Agricultural Bank, which
has all the neessary machinery for its
distribut on.

Mr. Thomas: What amount will each
soldier receive?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are to have up to £500. Any money re-
quired beyond that will be advanced
through the Agricultural Bank, on the
usual security. it is intended to endeavour
to get a number of these men together in
a community, and to clear for them a
portion of the land. It is intended also
to find water for them, and to put up on
the holdings certain buildings of such class
as will protect the settlers from the weather
until they themselves can erect more suit-
able homes-

Mr. Carpenter : Is any provision being
made for stock?

The Minister for Railways : Yes.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have

all the machinery available for the purpose.
If we were to start down there with hin-
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dreds. of men clearing all the land in the
South-west and spending a lot of money
without proper consideration, I am sure
hon. members apposite would be the first
to take us to task.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The timber would
be re-growing at one end of the paddock
while you were clearing it at the other.

The iWUNISTER FOR LAN4DS:- Yes.
We require to be careful not to clear this
land too far ahead, because in that event
before the soldier got on to it it would re-
quire clearing again. We have to go
quietly. We will get a certain area ready.
Probably many of the soldiers to return
will be able-bodied men, and will be able to
clear somne of this land themselves, for
which of course money will be advanced.
When we have the schemne finalised we
shall be only too pleased to give the details
to the public.

Mr. Capenter: Would your scheme
apply to a man who enlisted in England
and came out here to settle ?

The MTSTER FOR LA-NDS: Cer-
tainly ; it applies not only to Australian
soldiers hut the soldiers from the mother
land, but the latter cannot obtain assistance
fromn the mtoney advanced for returned
Australians.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Commonwealth
funds will be applied to that.

Tile MI112KSTER FOR LANDS: We
atssist them in just the same way as we assist
other people. Commonwealth funds will not
be apjplied to this work. The lion. member
asked certain questions which can be very
readily answered. One question was as to
the amount at the disposal of the Govern-
ment for this purpose, and the reply is
£E500,000 for the year. It is intended that
the settlemnent shall lie established in the
South-West, but the localities are not yet
dietermined upon. That wilt be done in a
week or two. It cannot be said ta-day% jus;t
where land is available for settlement. It
will take a little time to decide that. I
told the hion. member that the amount of
money which would he allowed to an in-
tending settler is £500, and the terms upon
which the money will be made available to
him are that each advance will bear interest
at 31/s per cent. for the first year, gradually
rising until the rate of interest is the same
as is paid by other selectors.

IIoti. W. 0. Johnson: Hns the Federal
Government handed over portion of this
money to you?1

'rhe N misTER FOR LANDS: We have
not got it yet.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson: The scheme you
have outlined has been in existence for the
past three years. 'We were only waiting for
the money.

The MINISTEU FOR LANDS: Exactly.
Wec have been waiting for the money. 1

can assure lie lion. mnember that we have all
the necessary machinery in the Land Act and
also in the Agricultural Bank Act to carry
out successfully the scheme I hanve outlined.
But luings must be done regularly. We
must see thlat there is no waste in the ox-
penditure of public money, and we must see,
that these men are settled upon land in dis-
tricts where they are likely to make a com-
fortable living.

Mr. THO-MAS (Bunbury) [9.34] : I
think the mover of the motion is to be con-
gratulated in that we have now obtained
front the MAinister information of which I,
at any rate, was not in possession before. [
am satisfied from the remarks of the Minis-
ter for Lands that he has been quite sym-
pathetic, but the object of the mover I Un-
clerstand was not necessarily to find fault,
knit only that lie was desirous of ascertain.-
ing from the Government exactly what their
plans are, so that the whole of the intelli-
gence of this House might be used, in order
that we might make that scheme as perfect
as is humanly possible. If there was ever
a question before this Chamber in which we
have a right to he generous, if ever there
was a proposal in which we have a right to
put aside all pettifogging considerations, it
is this proposal for the settlement of re-
turned soldiers on our l1ends. Even though we
make a mistake or two, it is excusable in the
circumstances. Whatever we may do, what-
ever kindness or generosity we may bestow
upon them, we cannot do too much for those
who have done so much for Western Aims-
traliat. I am satisfied that both the Minis-
ter for Industries and the Minister for
Lands are fully seized of the facts and that
to the best of their ability they will do all
that can be done in this matter. At time
same time, there are .50 members of this
House, and many of those members may
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have valuable suggestions to make as to hlow
the work may be more effectively done. This
is not a party question and can never be
construed into one by any possible stretch of
imagination. I think that honestly. What-
ever is done should be done with the uani-
inous will of this House, and if afterwvards
some little fault is found we should, nil lhav-
ing taken part, as I think we should do, in
thle completion of this business, bear what-
ever blamie there is for any faults that may
be found in time to comne. I think further
that the greatest care shouild he exercised In
selecting men suitable for settlement on (lie
land, not because we are not desirous of
giving them every assistance, but it would
be neither a kindness to the selector nor o
assistance to the State to place onl tie land
a man who is not fitted for that occupation.
Of course, there will be the question of l pro-
viding for other returned soldiers following~
at her occupiations, but that is a matter for
later consideration. At the present time,
the question is the settlement of returned
soldiers on the land. The Minister for In-
dustries has taken a keen interest in this
matter, and I am pleased to thinkc that hot h
he and the Minister for Lands have deter-
ruined] to make their first essay in thne South-
West. I have long been of the opinion that
that is the only part of Western Australia
where closer settlement and comfortable,
happy homes, by' small farmers can be cre-
ated. The Eastern wheat belt is by far too
mnuch of a gamble in my opinion to he alto-
gether a suitable place for any large set-
tlement. But thne South-W-estern portion of
this State is a most desirable countryv with
one of the most beautiful e~imates in the
whole continient. We have there an area
larger than the whole of the State of Vic-
toria, with a certain rainfall, with a soil in
mane instances second to none in Australia.
In mny op~inion, small holdings with close
settlement, intense cultivation, and with con-
seqnently the most happy and satisfactory
results both to the State and the individual,
can be established there. That being tine
case, it is only right that the first essay
should be made in that part of the State. I
know tine member for Guildford (Hon. W.
D). .iohnson) has no appreciation of the pos-
sibilities of the South-West. He has been
down there on one or two flying trips when

from the window of a railway carriage he
has seen a few trees and patches of the soil
as hie wenit by.

Hion. W. D. Johnson:- I h ave seen more of
it than you have.

Mr. THOMAS: Nit lie has no real appre-
ciation, or Understanding of the country, or of
the possibilities that exist in that favoured
spot. 1 urn satisfied that a new era in the
development of Western Australia will he
opened when at last the South-West comes
into its own, when we have placed on its
soil our returned soldiers, who have by vir-
tue of the bravery they have displa yed when
fighting at the Front, and the honours they
have won there, will he some of the finest
men 'we have in the State. It is a splendid
combination indeed when we have these re-
turned soldiers working with the older
settlers wvho are already there and who have
won success without any assistance. I have
previously stated by way of interjection
that less money has been advanced through
the Agricultural Bank to the settlers in the
South-West than to settlers in any other
portion of Westerfi Australia. I am not
satisfied that in charging 3 /. per cent. in-
terest we are doing all that we might for
the returned soldier. I have always held
the opinion, and many years ago at the
Labour Congress in Bunbury I advocated
it, that in connection wvith land settlement
for three, or even five, years a selector
should not be called upon to pay a brass
farthing_ in the way of Tent. I understand
this interest is to be charged the returned
soldier from the outset; hut in my opinion
he should not called upon to pay interest
on the money for at least five years. Dur-
ing the first five years a man puts in on thle
land lie has his chief struggle. He has then
to get his land ready for Cultivation and to
make the necessary preparations for bring-
ing it into use. Those are the years of his
greatest dlifficulties and wve should say to
the returned soldier that for five years lie
shall have nothing whatever to pay, nothing
to do except to go on with the cultivation
of the. land given to him to bring it into
active production, and that before we ex-
pact anything fronm him he will he in a posi-
tion to make a prosperous living for him-
self and those depend ant upon him. I be-
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lieve that when the member for Northern
(Hon. J, Mitchell) and the 'Minister for
Lands (Hon. H. B. Lefroy) consider this
muatter they will concede my point. If the
land selected is right and the situation is
right, and there is no reason why they
should not be, I am confident that these
men who make up their minds to settle on
that land wilt never regret it, In future
years there will be found there a happy and
priosperous settlement in that portion of
the South-West. I also think that it would
not be desirable to settle these men in large
colonies. I do not think that would be de-
sirable even though there were large areas
available for the purpose. If you can
place 20 or 30, or even 40 at the most, in
one spot, mixed up with the old bands who
have gone through the mill, who know the
difficulties and will he able from time to
time to advise new settlers on the land, it
will he better than to establish them in
large colonies. I do not care who the man
is, until he has gone through the hard prac-
tical experience and overcome the many
difficulties he cannot be a thorough success.
I feel sure that wherever (hey may be
settled those men who have been on the
land in the same district will be only too
happy to give the returned soldiers every
help that is humanly possible and every
sympathy and advice. If that is so, the
smaller settlement will no doubt be the most
effective. I do not, as a rule, advocate the
repurchasing of es9tates, but in travelling
through parts of my electorate I have beard
many of the settlers say, and I thin k they
were in earnest, that they would be very
pleased to sell some of their land which is
partially improved, at a reasonable price
for the purpose of placing it at the dis-
posal of returned soldiers. Some of these
holders of land may have more than it is
desirable for them to retain and they desire
to see their districts come under more in-
tense culture. If the land can be obtained
partially improved at a reasonable price
aind it can be settled upon immediately,
it will be much better than clearing virgin
soil. I know of many places where a good
number could be settled and I sincerely
hope that the scheme will be so arranged
that the land will be obtained as close as

possible to existing railways, because we
have reached the stage that there is no
earthly use of putting men 20 miles or even
153 miles from a railway with a promise that
in years to come further lines will be built.
Western Australia has reached the stage
that we have a greater mileage of railways
to the population than any other State in
Australia and probably more than in any
other part of the world, and I do not think
for miany years to come our finances will
permit us to go on with a vigorous con-
struction of railways policy. As one rides
about in the various trains in the South-
West one sees enormous areas of land lying
idle and vacant. If it is not Government
land, the common sense of this Parliament
should devise some means by which the in-
dividuals owning it should be compelled to
use it to the fullest extent of its capacity.
or part with it to the Government so that
it might be utilised -for the purpose of
settling returned soldiers. I think that
could always be kept in view because there
should be plenty for a long time ahead
without the consideration of the construe-
lion of further railways. I know the Min-
ister for Railways has some scheme in his
mnind for settling the first lot of returned
soldiers somewhere near the Norualup In-
let. If that is so, the means of communica-
tion to that inlet will be exceedingly diffi-
cultr.

Mr. Carpenter: Better give up the idea.

Mr. THOMAS: I am afraid that there
are possibilities of failure ahead. I would
suggest that in arranging for these indi-
viduals who are to be settled upon the land,
if they are to be selected, it may be desir-
able to have someone on the board from thie
Lands Department itself and I would sug-
gest that at least two men of long experi-
ence, two successful settlers should also be
on that board, to asssist in the selection of
the men most fitted to follow the occupa-
tion of farming.' I anm satisfied as far aa
lies within his power that the Minister for
Industries will do the right thing. I do not
think there is any member of the House, for
a variety of resons, who would be, and
who could be, and who is, more honestly
sympathetic towwds the men who have
done their bit in the interests of Western
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Australia than the Minister for Lands, and
[ am satisfied he will do the right thing. I
would appeal to him that where it is pos-
sible to consult Parliament, he should do so.
There are many here, perhaps not possessed
oft all the knowledge he has, but who are
quite as enthusiastic and quite as anxious
to do something that will be fair to these
men. And that will be what Western Aus-
tralia will expect us to do. I trust the
Minister will take that into consideration
and I feel sure, even before Parliame nt ad-
journs, it will be possible to lay something
in the nature of a scheme before us, so that
we may go to our constituents and tell them
the propoosals of the Government in regard
to repatriation.

The MIENISTER FOR RAILWAYS AND
INDUSTRIES (Hon. J. Mitchell-Nor-
tham) [9.521: The hion. member who has
Just sat dow'n asked me to place the papers
dealing with this matter on the Tahie of the
House so that lion, members might know
what is happening regarding the repatriation
scheme. Last year the lion, member for
Guildford, who was then Minister for Lands,
attended a conference in Melbourne and
there submitted at schemue to Ministers
which was acceptable to them. It was just
the thing that. was wanted at that time.
This is Australia's opportunity and parti-
cularly West, Australia's opportunity to
settle, not only Australian soldiers, butt pro-
balbly the soldiers of other countries on the
lands of this Slate. The Minister for Lands
to-day was called upon by an English
soldier who has come out seeking land. At
the conference held in Melbourne in
February 1910, the Minister for
Lands from this State offered to take
a large number of soldiers if money
could lye found. When I wvent over in Dee-
ember I learned that that schemne could not
be gone on with. We had to start again.
We 11ad to have another conference and in
Januar th(le Premier attended a conference,
and at tlint it was determined that money
should he made available. The Common-
wealth will pay half the difference between
31/ per cent. interest ichel we shiall get
from the soldier and tie amount it costs
to raise the money, but they will not do
anything else for us.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That was my
grievance against them.

The M1iNISTER FOR RIAILWAAYS:- The
only help wve get is that small assistance in
connection with the interest. We submitted
a scheme and it was accepted by the con-
ference as satisfactory.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: It was practically
a repetition of the other scheme.

The ArLINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:-
They wanted more details.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: It was the £600 ad-
vance and the 31/ per cent. interest.

The MINI STER FOR RAILWAYS:
The South-West of this State offers golden
olpport unities for the settlement of returned
soldiers, because there is a great deal of
land untouched there. 'rie Minister for
Lands will survey the blocks and the land
will be improved by the Trustees of the
Ag-ricultural Bank. Tue Nornalup Inlet is
about thie pleasantest and best spot in West-
ern Australia. We have land from Pinjarra
down, but tile member for Guildford knows
that1 we will have to spread afield a bit. At
N\orualup there is no railway within 40 miles,
but the two farmiers who are settled there
carry their produce to Albany by boat at
a comparatively checap rate. We have to
make a start somewhlere and T think we

shudstart at Nornalup. The reports of
the officials who visited the land are very
satisfactory indeed. Mr, McLarty and M.r.
Hewbvy of the Agricultural Bank, IMtr.
B~rockman (of the Forestry Department, and
Mr. Camman of the Survey Department have
visited Nornlalujp and have written ver~y
favourably about it. There are several
rivers opening into ttlC intet which
is a mnagnificent sheet of water. It
is full of fish, and there is arbundant
game there. and moreover, the land is par-
tieularly good and it will make splendid
lucerne and clover country. As I have
stated there are only two settlers there
now, but they have done enouigh to test
the country. I will be able to get the re-
ports of the officers who visited the district
and will present them to the House in a
little time.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it not too far away
froin the market for lucerne9
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think by the time the land is improved and
settled we will be able to provide means of
communication. In the meantime the pro-
duce can be removed by sea.

Hon. P. Collier: It will1 be very costly.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is not particularly costly. Hon. members
will see the proposals in the papers which
I am placing on the Table of the House.
Since the 24th August I have been working
at this scheme almost continuously. It is a
very big work. I do not anticipate at all
that anything more than 20 per cent. of our
own men will care to become settlers. I
realise that we hare opportunities of set-
tling people on the land which are not pos-
sessed by any of the other States, exeept
Queensland.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is the unfair-
ness of making this a State scheme.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
may offer to settle as many men as they like
to let us have.

Hon. P. Collier: Have any steps been
taken to keep a register of the men who
desire to go on the land as they return?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They -will he given an opportunity when
they return. We propose to cut up this land
for them and to improve the blocks by
clearing at least 20 acres in each block. We
propose that the settlers shall have this
20 acres to work and in addition they wilt
work at furbher clearing under the Bank's
system, each on his own holding, so that he
may earn something for the first two or
three years beyond the production of his
cleared land. He would have a contract
to effect improvements on his own
land. Hle would have the money earned by
this means, and in addition we propose to
find under this schemne a house, which in the
timber districts would] naturally be of wood,
at a cost of about £150. We propose to
fence in the land cleared and to buy a cer-
tain number of cows for the soldier settler,
as well as a horse and dray and other im-
plements. We propose under the scheme
that the soldier settler shall be set up in life.
He will not he asked to pay a penny for
his land up to 160 acres, which will be free
of any charge except the survey fee, which

should not amount to more than £10. That
fee will be spread over 30 years under Ag-
rie~Ltural Bank conditions.

Mr. Carpenter:- That is what we are
waiting to hear.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
cannot have anything better than that.

Mr. Lambert: What safeguard will the
Minister provide against speculation?

The MUINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
One block, one soldier. A soldier will not
be able to transfer to an outside person
without. the permission of the Minister. If
he gets a free homestead farm he has to re-
side on it for five years under the
Land Act. I do not think we aced
take any special precautions in that
regard. If lhon, members will look
through the papers which are lying on the
Table of the House and which were asked
for by the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Thomas) they will he satisfied that every
step which can be taken to safeguard the
interests of the soldier settler will be taken.
Something has been said about the land of
the South-West becoming grown over. It
will have to be utilised whether the soldier
is on it or not. Such land will be utilised,
hut I do not kno-w where we shall get the
labour from in order to clear a large num-
ber of farms until the soldiers return. My
idea is to have the surveys completed and if
possible have the timber pulled down, and
that we should be in a position to employ a
large number of returned soldiers in that
wVork. When the war is over employment
will be scarce and difficult to obtain, and we
ought to be ready to give as much employ-
ment as possible by this means. If we have
to wait to do the work of cleating until thme
soldiers retuirn we should at least get some
sort of a training farm in readiness, so that
they can be housed and looked after in com-
fort. I think we have ample provisions for
every detail of the work to be carried out.
If there is any rem ark that hon. members
would like to make in connection with the
file that is bring on the Table of the House,
or information they would like to obtain
from me, I hope thkey will not hesitate to
ask for it. So far ai we can say, the soldier
will have the best assistance that can be
given to him and tin best land that is avail-
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able in the State. If lie soldier settler does
not succeed-and they will not all succeed
-we ought to see to it that the failure is
duie to no fault at all of the Ministry dealing
with the question.

Hon. P. Collier: You will make careful
selection, 1 supposel

The MJUNiS'fER FORt RAILWAYS: I
think that every'A man who desires to go
upon the land should satisfy a board that
hie is stronir enough and capalble of doing
the wvork.

lion. P. Collier: It would be a mistake
to give everyone wvho applied for a block,
simply lbecause he wvas a soldier.

The 1VINJSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
WVhenever one has to select men to do work
for one mistakes are frequently made in1
summing up thle character of the man who
is applying for employment. It is a very
difficult matter to select the right man . All
that can be done will be done for the re-
turned soldiers. We have had same com-
munication fromt the Imperial Government.
They asked if wve could submit something
for their consideration. I want to see this
country settled and thle sooner the hetter.

Air. Lambert: Thalt is for their soldiers?
The MIKIISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Yes. If we can, by building railways
through thle South-West, develop our tim-
ber industry and at the same time make way
for a large numfber of soldiers, we shall be
doing a great good for the State.

Hon. IV. D). JOHNSON (Guildford)
[:10.6] : 1 v'iew with great anxiety the res-
ponsibilities of the State and the Common-
wealth dluring [ lie time when our soldiers
return in large numbers from the front. In
spite of this anxiety, I trust that they will
be returning in large numbers at an early
(late. I think wve have to view the question
from a practical p~oint of viewv. At the
first conference I attended in Melbourne I
endeavoured to view it in that light. I am
still of opinion that it is distinctly unfair,
on the part of the Commonwealthi, to put the
whole of the responsbility, as they have
done, of providing for the returned soldiers
on to the shoulders of the State. We have
not an opportunity ol raising by taxation
the necessary revenue, whereas the Federal
authorities have a bigpr scope and there is
time resp)onsibility apart from everything

else. It is true that the State has the land
and I made it perfectly clear, ou behalf of
Western Australia, feeling sure that L'arlia-
ment would endorse it, that we had an abun-
dance of land here and that we are only too
pleased to make it available on the most
liberal terms, but that the whole responsi-
bility of selecting and financing the men on
to the land shoumld not he the duty of the
State but the responsibility of thle Common-
wealth. Because .1 took up that attitude I
have bee,, misrepresented. In thle W est Aus-
tralian anl attack wvas made upon tile on one
occasmion when tiis paper p ublish ed an un-
fair article accusing me of opposing the
assistc toreure soldiers. Tflat is only

by time way, however. After endeavouring to
get lte Comomonwvealth Government to real-
ise that after all it was their main respon-
sibilitv. A I endeavoured to do what the menm-
ber for Baurbary suggestedl, namely to get
the Commonwealth to advance money free
for three years, so that the hurdeu of in-
terest paid would not he added to thle re-
turned soldier, the soldier settler, until his
land started to produce, or he had an op-
port unity of making his improvements pay

frteinterest bill. I failed in that regard
because Lte other States did not support
rue. tintimately, a compromise was arrived
at which has been outlined hy thme Minister,
namelyF that wve should charge 31/2 per cent.
for the first year, increasing the interest at
the rate of one half per cent, until the total
cost of Lte money was placed upon the shoul-
ders of the soldier settler. Thle difference
between the amount charged and the cost
of the money was to he borne equally by
the Commonwealth and the State. I still
maintain that the State could not be called
upon to make that contribution at all. We
are giving the land, and will play the greater
Ipart in the wvay of encouraging and assisting
thme soldier settler and doing ev'erythning we
can to make his life on the land a success.
Whilst we are relieving lime Commonwealth
of a great burden, they ask us to share with
them the saudl amnount of consideration they
are extending to the returned soldier in the
shape of a reduction in tile interest bill for
the first year or two. 1 realise the difficul-
ties surrounding, TNinisters at thle outset in
preparing the scheme, and thme difficulties
under which they are laboumring in not know-
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ing what provision is actually required and
for how many soldiers. We have in West-
ern Australia large areas of land already
s urveyed and we could settle men almost imn-
mnediately, but we have no indication at all
as to the numuber of' men whom we will be
called upon to settle within a reasonable
time. I am just as enthusiastic about open-
ing up, the South-West as is the member for
Bunburv,' but I am not with him in all his
schemes. He is the most imypracticable
member in the House. I know that he would
rush into all sorts of exptetdittire in the
South-West and would repent later, and
I "'ant to save him from the re-
pentance which would comne if lie car-
ried out some of his ill-eonsidered
idleaF. The Minister for Industries has
realised the important point. We can only
clear in the South-West a limited area of
land ahead of settlement. We must keep
it under cultivation until we get it settled,
otherwise the regrowth will be greater than
the original growth, or almost as great, and
tie expense of clearing will be almost equal
to that of the original expense. Before we
start clearing areas of land wve umust have
some idea as to the number of settlers to
he provided for and some idea, if it is pos-
sible to get it, when these men will be avail-
able to us, so that we will not go on clearing
and cultivating land for a number of years
with the limited amount of labour that we
have in the State to-day. Although I am
in favour of the most liberal terms being
extended to the soldier settler, and the great-
est enconragenient offered to him. 1 do trust
that we shall not rush into this without
appreciating the difficulties concerning the
clearing of land ahead of cultivation, especi-
allyv in our South-West areas. The member
for Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter) has stated
that there are men complaining that they
cannot get land to-day. I have received a
letter to-day from a returned soldier. He
has been trying to get land for some three
nmonths. He came to me asking what hie
should do,. and I suggested that hie should
either see the Minister personally or write
direct to himn, pointing- out, that he "-as
anxious to gel onl the laind. Hle has a small
pension, but in the course of running about
the City hie has reduced the little savings
lie had before he wvent to the war, and this

has had a deworalising etet generally upon
him. -if there is one case there is a great
possibility of there being others. I would
suggest to the Minister that if be does not
get the land committee to consider all these
mnen the Mianister for Industries should en-
deavour to settle them immaediately they make
application,. The sooner we get these men
back to work, so to speak, the better it will
be for them and for the State. There are
mno complaining to-day, and in all such
cases .1 would advise diem either to see the
Minister for Lands personally or write to
him direct, so that they may have some con-
sideration extended to thema.

The Minister for Railways: They are en-
titled to the cheap money and any hell) that
ean be obtained, the same as any other per-
Soil.

N~on. W. D. J1OHNSON: This returned
soldier, whom I know personally, submitted
a proposal to the War Council.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: Is this the same
man about whom I wired you to Melbourne I

Hon. W D. JOHNSON: No. We fixed
that man up. This is a goldfields man.
and I have known him for some time.
lHe applied to the War Council1 who re-
fer-red him to the Land Settlement Comn-
mittee, and eventually hie communicated
with M8-r. Morris. Mr. Morris replied, stat-
ing that there would shortly be a meet-
ing of the Land Settlement Committee,
when the soldier's proposal or require-
ment or suggestion would be considered.
Bec has been waiting for some time; and
because he received no further reply hie
wrote to me inquiring whethier the matter
could be expedited. He wants to go into
the wheat belt, and hie thinks if he could
get a piece of land hie might be able to do0
a bit of seeding this year. But time is
flyringa fast, and naturally lie wants to get
going.

The Minister for Railways: There ight
lie a suitable farm on the Government's
hands.

I-Ion. W. D. JOHNSON: I will accept
the invitation of the 'Minister for Railways
and ask the soldier to see himn at an earlyV
date. Another point I wish to touch on is
the lproposal to settle some of the soldiers
ait N.\ornalup Inlet. Like the IMinister T
have never seen the area, bitt I have beard
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glowing reports of the fertility of the soil
and of the possibility of irrigation. It is
generally believed that at Nornalup Inlet
farmers can be established with some
guarantee of success from the very outset.
The only difficulty I see is the isolation. I
do not think it would be wvise to ask sol-
diers to settle at Nornalup Inlet, and go
through what Mr. Thomson and our friend
''the Gont- do not knowv his name-
went through. In early years at Nornalup
Inlet those men had to pass through trials
and troubles wvhich the returned soldier
cannot fairly be asked to undergo. Before
we proceed to settle that area, better means
of communication than exist to-day must
be provided. The Minister might go into the
question whether wvater carriage should
not be established in preference to railway
communication. After all, water carriage
is considerably cheaper than railway corn-
munication, and Nornalup Inlet is not very
far from Alhany. According to what I
hear, a reasonable jetty for loading and
unloading could easily be established at
Nornalup; and, if a small boat could be
got running, the area might be opened up
by a tramway connecting with the jetty.
That would serve for a considerable time.
While advocating this scheme of develop-
ment for Nornalup, I am not prepared to
say that that particular area should be re-
seved for returned soldiers. In my opinion,
better areas can be found to start wvith.
We shall have other settlers besides re-
turned soldiers, and I think Nornalup
should receive consideration, because it is
an area of country well worth exploiting.
I congratulate the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Carpenter) on having initiated the
discussion, because it has shown that,
while there has not been mutch talk
about this matter, something is being done.
The words of the member for Buanhury
(Mr. Thomas) inay be generally accepted[
as correct-that every member of the House
is deeply anxious to do everything possible
for the returned soldier. While we talk
so much about land settlement, however,
let uts not forget that there are men re-
turning who do not desire to go on the
land. The State Government cannot do
much for those others, but let us show that
we realise our responsibilities to the re-

turned soldier who does wish to settle on
the land. I think some valuable informa-
tion has been obtained as the result of this
mlotion.

Eon. W. C. ANGWVIN (North-East Ere-
mantle) [10.20] : It seems that the experience
of the Minister for Railways with land
settlement in the past has taught him some-
thing- as regards land settlement in the
future. The question that has struck me
most (luring the debate is, what shlmal the
returned soldier do to live until such time
as his land provides him with a livelihood?

Hon. J. 1I'. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) :It is all provided for in the scheme.

Ron. IV. D. Johnson: The repatriation
fund is supposed to denl with that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The repatriation
fund may be supposed to deal with that;
but lately it has been proved that a good
deal of land in the South-West can be cleared
at a considerably reduced rate by machinery
as compared with the cost of clearing by
hand. Land clearing, instead of costing
£U30 or £40 Per acre by hand, can be done
for £5 or £6 per acre by machinery. The
difficulty I foresee, however, is that returned
soldiers settled in the South-West will re-
quire someth 'ing to do in order to obtain
their livelihood while their land is reaching
the productive stage. Only a few months
ago, when visiting the South-West, I was
interviewed by several men with a request
for work. These men bad established
orchards, but they pointed out that unless
they could obtain employment of some kind
while their trees wvere growing they could
not remain on their holdings. They asked
whether it was not possible for the Gov-
ernment to give them some hewving work
for the express purpose of enabling them
to retain their holdings. The same position
will arise with regard to the returned sol-
dier unless he has something to fall back
on, some work near at hand to his orchard.
It is a matter of impossibility for the man
to leave the district to obtain work that is
absolutely necessary to him for obtaining
a livelihood for himself and possibly a
family. I regret that somethiag has not been
done with a view to inducing the Federal
authorities to assist the returned soldier dur-
ing the first few years of his settlement.
Once the mnun gets established, there is un-
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doubtedly a possibility of his making a suc-
cess of an orchard. The member for Toad-
yay (Mfr. Piessej knows the difficulty at-
tendant on fruit growing, and the linpos-
sibility of making a living from an orchard
during its early years. 1 am greatly afraid
the Ilinister for Railways is disposed to take
too optimistic a view of the settlement of
soldiers on the land. It would be a great
mistake to settle them in the South-West
unless we can see that they will make a
success of it. If the attempt turns out a1
failure. the result Will he lo damn the South-
West for many years to come. I hope tile
Government will make representations to
the trustees of the repatriation fund. Mloney
has been subscrihed, and I know that the
Governments of this and other States intend
to contribute to the fund. Moreover, sub-
scriptions are being made to the fund by
pirivate persons. No interest is to be charged
onl loans. Surely those in charge of thle
fund would assist the soldier in the first
instance by paying the interest on mtoney
loaned to him by thle State Government. I
trust M1inisters will closely consider how
thle men and their families are to live until
such time as the orchards may yield a live-
lihood.

MTr. CARPENTER (Freniantle-in re-
ply) 110.26] : I wish to thank Mlinisters for
hiaving given us the information for which
we were waiting, and to say that the object
I bad in view in moving the motion has been
fully met. It was stated 1)y way of inter-
jection during thle discussion that we were
not dealing with the soldier who would not
go upon the land. In this connection we are
,lot discussing that partietular phase of the
subject. A little time ago, speaking onl an-
other motion, I mentioned the fact that that
was a separate proposition which would
have to be undertaken either by the State
or the Federal Government in the near
future. In hoth Great Britain and Ireland
special industries are being established for
broken mnen who cannot compete in thle open
market. I hope that in the near future
steps will be taken in that direction for men
leaving'p our hospitals minus a limb or with
shattered nerves, who cannot possibly earn
their livelihood in the ordinary way. For
them, sonmc special provision must bie Made.
Reverting0 to the subject of my motion, I am

glad to find that the Minister for Railway;,
in spite of his apparent indifference, has
been at work upon the subject; and 1 hope
thme papers which he is about to lay on the
Table witl satisfy the men who are most eon-
cerned. I am fully aware that the project
is a very big one, and that none hut a man
of wide experience in laad settlement could
possibly tackle the problem with any hope
of success. Even with all the Minister's ex-
perience, there will be some failures. I do
believe, however, that particularly to men
who were on the land prior to enlistment,
and who novw want to get back on the land
as speedily as possible, it will be a great
satisfaction to know that a scheme at least
exists; on paper. I trust the Minister him-
self will be able to announce in a few weeks
that a start is to be made with the direct
work of getting the land ready. In spite of
mny lack of practical experience, I wish to
adid my voice to that of the member for
Giuildford1 in a caution against Nornalunp in-
let as an initial proposition. Later, when
large numbers of men are to be settled and
we have taken the first stepls, I would not
object to settlement at Nornalup Inlet so
lung as the settlers were told beforehand
what they had to face ais regards isolation.
The Mlinister for Lands in his remarks
sonded a warning against shutting men
off from their fellows in such a way. I be-
lieve there is land sufficient at least for pre-
sent purposes nearer to other communities
and nearer to railways, where men in the
early stages of settlement could at timies get
into centres of popuilation and earn a few
p~oundsq outside during- the busy season.
But,' if isolated at Nernaluip, they would he
cut off from that opportunity. Further, I
can imagine a settler objecting to being de-
pendent upon water carriagze for his market,
and also for his supplies 'luring the winter
mionths.

Thle Minister for Railways: That would
he only temporary.

MNr. CARPENTER: I understand that;
hut it is going to he a long time before rail-
way communication with Nornaltip Inlet
could be recommended to Parliament. A
very thriving settlement would have to he
established there before a railway would he
justified. T think the Minister would he well
advised if for the time being hie confined his
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efforts to land nearer to centres of popula-
tion. He wvill not be taking so many risks
then, and will not have to ask Parliament to
authorise thousands of pounds for another
railway while we have ample lands served
by railways already constructed. With
these remarks I ask leave to withdraw lay
motion.

Mlotion by leave withdrawn.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
1, Ports and Harbours.
2, Early Closing Act Amendment.
3, Mfental Treatment.
Received from the Legislative Council and

read a first time.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX.
Returned from the Legislative Council

without amendment.

MtOTION--GOVERNOR OF THE STATE.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.35]:
move-

That in view of the fact that the termi
of office of the present Governor shortly
expires, this House is of opinion that no
new, appointment of a Governor should be
made during the war, and that thereafter
consideration should be given to the fact
that the Lieut.-Governor, or some other
local representative, is capable of carrying
out the duties.

It appears that another aplpointment has al-
ready been made, and in view of thatI the
motion which I have moved will be of little
value. I am simply moving tile motion to
give the Premier an opportunity of informa-
iug tile House of what has taken place.

The PREMIUER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [10.34]: I merely wvish to state that
representations were made to the Home au-
thorities prior to the app~ointment of the
new Governor. So far as the Government
were concerned we 'vere (quite agreeable th~at
the Lieut-Govcrnor should act until the ter-
miination of the war. The Borne authorities,
however, in their discretion, decided that it
was right and proper that they should ap-

point a new Governor, and a new Governor
has been appointed and hie will arrive here
in about a month's time. I do not know that
there is any necessity for the motion to he
carried or even considered uinder the cir-
cumstances and I hope the lion, member will
withdraw it.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.36]:
In view of the statement just made by the
Premier, I can only express my regret that
the Home authorities dlid not have more re-
gard for the wishes of the present Govern-
mnent and also their predecessors in office,
and 1 think I am safe in saying, for the
wishes of a large majority of the people of
this State. I do not know whether this ap-
pointment wvhich has been made so suddenly
is due to the fact that the necessity arose to
find an opening for the Governor of Tax-
mania. I am not awvare whether his term
of office was about to expire in that State
but, I do not think that was the cae. That
being so, I think we might well have gone
on for a considerable lime, perhaps to the
end of the war, without the vacancy
being filled. I realise now that no p)urpose
will be served biy persevering with the mo-
tion, but I want to take this opportunity of
expressing- my dissatisfaction that the wishes
of the people of the State have not been
met.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.3S] :I endorse the remarks of
the member for Boulder. There is no doubt
to my mind that there are many citizens in
Australia who could have filled the position
with satisfaction. I regret very much
in view of the loyalty displayed by the peo-
ple of Australia that an Australian citizen
was not appointed to the position.

Afr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) (10.39):
In view of the explanation made by' the
Premier I desire by leave of the House to
withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

House adjouned at 10.40 p.m.
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